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Preface. 



PREFACES are seldom perused by general readers. 
This as a rule is unwise, as a preface often enables 
a reader to enter at once into the subject of the work 
to which it is prefixed ; and, at a first reading, to 
comprehend its bearing; while, otherwise he must 
read and read again. But few lines will, however, 
be neccessary here. The following pages are not 
offered for any literary merit; nor merely for the 
sake of making a book ; they are only a compilation, 
and no more is claimed for them. Most of the his- 
torical facts here narrated, are known to but few of 
the present generation; and unless collected, and 
published in a condensed form, the number is 
continually becoming less, to whom they would 
.be known in the ftiture. They exist in no 
other collected form but have been gathered 
fi-om many and widely scattered sources; one 
being the remembrances of a now almost depar- 
ted generation, "who took pleasure in the very stones 
of their meeting-house," Psalm 102, 14. It is not 
likely that any knowledge of the past of our churches 
(beyond mere details, which it was thought would 
only burden the pages without adding to the in- 
terest, except to a very few) other than this, will 
ever be known. Under this impression, the writer 
therefore offers the following, without longer waiting 
for an abler, though not a more willing or loving 
hand to accomplish what he has undertaken. The 



extracts from the two "Trust deeds" are very 
valuable, as showing the trying circumstances under 
which our fathers built their houses for worship, 
and then worshipped therein. At the period of the 
the first, Dissenters were having the first taste of 
liberty and forbearance they had known since the 
days of Cromwell ; but at the same time, knew not 
how soon the return of the Stuarts may bring back all 
the too well known and remembered tyranny and 
persecutions : — and the second must be read in the 
light of the (then) recent " Schism Bill," that was 
only hindered from becoming law by the death of 
Queen Anne, on the very day she would otherwise 
have signed it; and the consequent accession of 
the liberal House of Hanover. 

The " Confessions of Faith," in the appendix, are 
also a treasury of soimd faith and doctrine, both 
of which, it is to be feared, are becoming less known 
and acceptable to professing christians of the 
present day, than they were to those of the past, 
who fed and grew strong in the Lord upon them. 
The writer desires that this work should fall 
especially into the hands of the young persons 
who are growing up in our churches; that they 
may become conversant with the history and teach- 
ing of those who bore the heat and burden of the 
day, and like them choose pastors who shall lead 
them into the green pastures, feeding them upon 
Christ in the Word; and into a form of sound 

words. 2 Tim.l. 13. 

F. R. 
Sepr. 21, 1888. 



Early Baptist History 



OF 



Portsmouth. 



THE writers of the "Magdeburg Centuries," 
in 1559 say, "that in the first two centuries 
of the Christian church, the adult only were 
baptized; and that by dipping or plunging into 
the name of the Trinity; and as to the baptizing 
of infants, that we have no example during that 
time/' 

Lord Robt. Brook, who, about 1650, wrote in 
defence of Episcopacy, and against the Ana-bap* 
tists, says, singularly enough, "that so far as he 
can find, the only designation of persons fit to 
be partakers of baptism, is such only as believe; 
and that after the strictest search, he concludes, 
that the scriptures require this in all persons to 
be baptized; and therefore he is not yet fully 
resolved, how infants can be properly said to 
believe." 
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The noted Benjn. Keach was used to remark, 
**that when some of the American Indians had 
embraced Christianity, and had gotten the N. 
Testament in their own language ; they were sur- 
prised that they found no directions there tor 
baptizing children, nor any instance of such a 
practice; whereupon they rejected it as a human 
invention/' 

It was for holding such a belief, that our fathers 
separated themselves from communions that had 
become impure by grafting "human inventions" 
on the teaching of Scripture; and thus in all 
ages have been the mark for the arrow of per- 
secution, by all other sections of the true Christian 
Church, as well as by that of the great apostact. 

"When they persecute you in one city, flee ye 
into another — ^so said our Lord and Mcister to 
His disciples. One Enoch Clapham, who, in 1608, 
wrote against the Ana-baptists, complains of them 
in those days, "that they made that text the 
rule of their lives ; and ran into woods and meadows, 
and met in bye-stables, bams and hay-lofts for 
service." After reading the * following statement 
•by the noted old baptist Thomas Grantham, "that 
to such a pitch of madness has hatred of the 
baptists risen, when encouraged by wicked priests 
and magistrates, that the body of one Robert 
.Shalder, was even taken from his grave, in 1666, 
drawn on a sledge to the gate of his own house, 
and there left unburied," (the said R. Shalder 
had died from the rigour ot a cruel imprisonment 
for his baptist principles) we do not wonder that 
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in their assemblies, they dared not lift their voice 
in song for fear of the informer, or that their homes 
and meeting-houses were often wrecked, themselves 
and their ministers ruinously fined and imprisoned. 
Neither do we imagine that it was of their own 
will and choice that they "ran into fields and 
woods, stables and hay-lofts to worship." A 
Middlesex Magistrate learning that a nightly 
prayer-meeting was held in a gravel pit about two 
miles from London, took with him a strong body 
of constables, broke in upon the assembly, and 
seized the minister. 

Abundant evidence is supplied by the records of 
the old church at Broadmead, Bristol, why baptists 
were compelled to worship in the night ; the place 
of meeting to be frequently changed ; watchers to 
be stationed where they were assembled ; and con- 
trivances used to conceal and protect the preacher; 
and the same sad tale is told by all contemporary 
records. Macaulay, in his history, speaking of the 
reigns of Charles II and James II, says — "That 
not even under the tyranny of Laud, had the 
condition of the Nonconformists been so deplorable 
as at that period. Never had spies been so ac- 
tively employed in detecting congregations. It 
was impossible for the dissenters even to pray 
together, without having to take such precautions, 
as ought to have shamed their persecutors to have 
enforced." Principles, however, were not given 
up ; fines were paid on the Monday, and meetings 
were attended as usual on the next Lord's-day. 
Preachers wore threatened, fined and imprisoned, 
but preached still from their prison windows, or to 
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their fellow prisoners. Such was the material of 
which, through Grace, many of our ancestors were 
made ; and it is among these persecuted ones, both 
ministers and people, that we must look for purity^ 
both of life and doctrine, amidst the mass of sur- 
rounding corruption. 

Mr. Rodgers, an Independent Minister, in 1651, 
said of the English Baptists, "They may be set 
for eminent examples of sweetness, patience, 
humility, obedience, self-denial, and love even to 
all saints, and indeed such in whom my soul much 
rejoices, and hath been much refreshed." Even 
an opponent said of them " They are more holy than 
those of the Established Church, and prove their 
doctrine from many scriptures/' Notwithstanding, 
however, all the tyranny and persecution of the 
Elizabethan Laws, the Canons of 1640, by which 
assembled Bishops of a persecuting church en- 
joined the civil powers to execute the laws against 
''Ana-baptists and other Sectaries who would 
not take the holy Eucharist or come to church ;" 
the Conventicle and Five Mile Acts each claiming 
its victims by thousands; despite all these, many 
baptist churches sprang up, both in London and 
throughout the country, during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, especially during the period 
of the Commonwealth; and it is to this latter 
period that we must assign the commencement of 
many of our churches in the South and West. 

The first history of the baptists in '' Olde Ports- 
mouthe," like that of most other old towns, is 
locked up among the secrets of a by-gone age; 
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and no key is to be found to unlock that secret 
for us, interesting as it would be. Bom in troublous 
times, the church had, naturally, in its early career 
to share those troubles in common with others; 
and both Southsea Castle and the Portsmouth Jail 
( at that time on the East side of the High Street, 
and called the "Whight House" being built of 
stone) were consecrated by the prayers and praises 
of godly Baptists, therein imprisoned for preaching 
Grod's truth; thus taking their place among "the 
noble army of martyrs," of whom Baptists led the 
van in the person of William Sawtre, and closed 
up the rear in the burning of that holy woman, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Gaunt, in 1685. 

Such was the life of Nonconformist England at 
the period when the Baptist history ot Portsmouth 
first opens upon us ; and the first line of that his- 
tory is a record of persecution and suffering. The 
first instance on record, of Baptist preaching in 
Portsmouth, is to be found in Edwards' Gangroena, 
where it is said that one Thos. Lamb, while on 
his way to Portsmouth, preached at Guildford. This 
Lamb was a noted man among the Baptists, for 
he was sent out by his church, as a church act, 
to preach in all counties where he could obtain 
access. Before he died, he had known the inside 
of nearly all the jails in and around London. He 
was once brought from Colchester to the "Star- 
Chamber" in London, in chains for preaching; 
but so great was his ardour for his Master that 
he used to say, " that the man was not fit to preach, 
who would not preach for Christ's sake, tho* he 
were sure to die for it as soon as he had done." 
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His doctrine was that of a "Particular Redemp- 
tion." The time of his visit to Portsmouth would 
be September, 1645. 



The next mentioned in order of time, is Thomas 
Collier; another man very much in earnest in 
preaching the truth : so much so, that Edwards, the 
great enemy of the Baptists, said of him, " that he 
had done much hurt at Lyming^ton, Hampton, and 
all along the West Country," so that, probably, 
the church at Lyming^ton owes something to him, 
under God, in its origin. In a letter written by a 
Presbyterian, in 1646, "he is said to have been 
the first to sow the seeds of Ana-baptism in those 
parts where he lived — and that he had been 
imprisoned at Portsmouthe." He must have been 
a powerful advocate for Baptist truth, as the same 
Presbyterian minister says — "That his doctrine is 
such strong poison, that many who heard him 
preach, even for the first time, said, that if that 
were true which Master Collier had taught them, 
they would never hear any of our ministers more." 
As he was the first we know of imprisoned at 
Portsmouth for the truth, a letter of his, still extant, 
may not be imacceptable, as showing the gracious 
disposition of the man. It is also of interest as 
showing that Baptists were gathered oat in Poole, 
generations before the commencement of the present 
church. The letter was written by him to the 
believers at Taunton, fi-om Guildford, while on his 
return journey to London and dated April 20th, 
1646. It runs thus: — 
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To the Saints in the order and fellowship 
of the gospel, in Taunton. 
Your deare brother, Thomas Collier, desireth 
the increase of g^ace and peace from God the 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. Deare 
Brethren and Sisters, I have not had an oppor- 
tunity of writing unto you untill now, although 
my spirit hath been up to the Lord for you 
continually. The Lord hath manifested His pres- 
ence with me exceedingly in my journey. I 
desire the Lord to raise up your hearts in 
thankfullnesse ; He has gathered Saints in Poole 
by me, 14 took up the Ordinance at once, there is 
like to be a great work, and confirmed the Churches 
in other places ; I am not yet got so far as London, 
but I shall I expect to-morrow. Dearely beloved 
my desire and prayer to our Father on your behalf 
is, that your soules may be satisfied with His 
fullnesse; that you may live above, and then your 
soules shall not want comfort. And my exhor- 
tation to you is, to wait upon the Lord in his owa 
way, and not to look forth into the world; there 
is bread enough in your Father's house. There 
He has promised His presence; though you seent 
to want gifts, yet you shall not want the presence 
of your Father, your Jesus, if you wait upon Him.. 
There are two brethren, I suppose, will visit you. 
from Hampton, Brother Sims and Brother Rowe,. 
whom I desire you to receive as from the Lord*. * . • 
I desire to be remembered to all my kind friends- 
with you and at present rest 

Your deare Brother in the faith 
and fellowship of the Gospel, 

Gilford. Thomas Colueiu 

April 2oth, 1646. 
I shall see you as speedily as pos sible I may. 

• Note.— These two brethren were often sent by Collier to 
the Churches, when he could not, himself, go. 
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Such was the man, as manifested in the above 
and other letters equally as gracious, concerning 
whom the Presbyterians could write, "truely it is 
a sad 'thing there should be such Emissaries ( so 
like the Divell their Master, compassing the earth, 
and going about seeking whom they may devoure] 
in the severall parts of the Kingdom, besides 
this Collier/' Gratefully we may own him as a 
"Father in Christ" to our churches here. But 
though the two foregoing were untiringly in 
earnest in proclaiming the gospel, and teaching 
" the Royall Commission of King Jesus ;" it was 
reserved to a third, to be the honored instrument 
of first gathering the baptized believers of this 
town into church order and fellowship. This was, 
one Mr. James Sicklemore, a man famous for 
his great piety and learning. He was minister 
to the parish of Singleton, near Chichester; and 
as such, was, on a time about 1640, catechizing 
the children on godfathers and godmothers prom- 
ising things in the name of infants, when a person 
present asked him, ''what warrant there was in 
the Holy Scriptures, for any one part of which 
he had been speaking"? This set him thinking; 
and on a calm^ inquiry into the original of infant 
sprinkling, he found it was only a tradition of 
men, and unknown in the apostolic age. On this 
he refused to perform the operation on any more 
of the parishioners' children; leaving them at 
liberty to omit it, or to get other ministers to 
" Rhantize " them. He -did not give up his ordin- 
ary ministry, but as he disapproved of the tjrtfae 
system— he gave away the greater part of his 
among the poor of his parish; he also took to 
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preaching the great commission, both at Chichester 
and Portsmouth; in both which places, as well 
as in his own parish, he was instrumental, in the 
Lord's hand, in making and immersing many 
converts, which practice he continued till his death. 

Mr. Sicklemore was a general baptist in doctrine, 
and thus the new church was, probably, at its 
commencement, as it was, certainly, some years 
after, composed of both Arminian and Calvinistic 
baptists, the former predominating. Their first 
settled pastor, was Mr, Wentworth, but of his 
history nothing else is known. He was succeeded 
by Mr. Richard Drinkwater, bom at Milton Abbey 
in the county of Dorset in 1646. He was baptized 
in the year 1667 and had been ordained an elder 
of the church in 1669. Persecution at this time, 
and during his ministry was rife in Portsmouth, 
and in accepting the ministry, he knew it to be 
in connection with fines and imprisonments. In 
the year 1662 that good man and eminent baptist. 
Vavasor Powell, after having been imprisoned in 
the "Fleet," in London, for two years, was, in 
company with Captn. Rich, conveyed in the Duke 
of York's pleasure boat, of which Captn. Lambert 
was Commander, to Southsea Castle, upon the 
last day of September, and there imprisoned for 
five years; till the death of Chancellor Hyde 
opened a door for his release. It does not appear 
that the baptists of Portsmouth were able to ren- 
der him any comfort or assistance during his 
confinement; for when, a few years after, he was 
again a prisoner in the "Fleet," and d3ring — we 
hear him saying to loving friends, visiting him 
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and waiting on him, "I do bless God that 
it is not with me now, as it was in South-Sea- 
Castle, for there I had no friends about me, to 
do any service of love for me, as now I 
have/' So was it with the Portsmouth Ministers. 
Mr. Drinkwater preached with good success for 
several years, and was much respected for his piety 
and prudence ; but he was also a faithful sufferer 
in the cause of truth and liberty. At one time he 
was a prisoner for eighteen months, and at other 
times, he was subjected to fines and prosecutions ; 
of some of which we retain an interesting record^ 
as extracted by the writer a lew years since from 
the Borough Muniments. It runs as follows — 

6 o Feb: 1677. 
Memorand: That y« day and yeare aforesaid before 
us Samuell Williams Esqre. Mayor and Nicholas 
Hedger, gent, one of his Matjej Justices of y* 
Peace of y« said Burrough Richard Drinkwater 
confessing himselfe to be a Recusant to y^ church 
of England and thereuppon being committed to 
Prison for refuseing to take y^ Oathe of Allegiance, 
this day came in open Cort and did submitt him 
selfe to take y^ Oathe of Allegiance according to 
y« forme of y^ Statutes in that case made and 
p-vided, which was ministred unto him accordingly. 
And in testimony hereof, he hath hereunto sub- 
scribed his hand in day and yeare abovesaid. 

Richd. Drinkwater. 
Memoran. 

Sunday 21st of October 1677 , Information was 
given to Henry Beverley, Esqre. Mayor, and others 
Jizstices of y^ peace, upon y* oathe of Thos. Hem- 
ming and Thos. Nixon ; that Richard Drinkwater, 
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yeoman, of Portsmouthe, was found by them about 
eleven of y® clocke, before noon, of above date, 
preaching and teaching in a seditious conventicle 
or meeting held at y* house of William Cozens 
y* elder ; where were assembled Thomas Bolton — 
Stephen Knowler— Robert Smith— Thomas Crocker — 
Drinkwater — Margaret Cozens — Fish- 
bourne and John CoUyer, y* above named persons 
being above y® age of sixteene yeares, and being 
of y® number of five persons and more over and 
besides those of y® household* who were there 
assembled and met together, under pretence of 
exercise of religion, in other manner than according 
to the Liturgie and practice of "y« Church of 
England" and contrarie to y« late Act of Parlia- 
ment in that case made and p — ^vided ; intituled 
"an Act to prevent and suppresse Seditious 
Conventicles " made in y« 22nd year of his Majesty's 
reign, that now is, and for such ofiFence, y^ s.^ 
Richard Drinkwater was fined in y« summe of 
Twenty pounds; and y* s? William Couzens in 
y« summe of Twenty pounds and each person p — 
sent was fyned fiive shillings each ; the same fynes 
to be levied on their goods and chatties. 

2nd. Conviction. 
Memorand. 

Sunday October 21, 1677. Informacion was 
given to Henry Beverley Esqre. Mayor and others 
Justices; upon y« oathe of William Farmer and 
James Clifford, that Richard Drinkwater of Portes- 
mouth was found by them about three of y^ clock 
of y^ afternoon of Sunday 21st October 1677, 

• See '* ComentieU Act,'' 
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Preaching and teaching Sedition at a meeting 
held at y® house of William Cozens the elder; 
where were assembled Robert Smith — Stephen 
Kjiowler— Thomas Croker— . . . .Drinkwater— Thomas 
Boulton — ^John Collyer — and y« wife of Michael 
Richardson; and for such offence the si Richard 
Drinkwater was fyned fforty pounds and y® s4 
William Cozens the sume of Twenty pounds, and 
uppon each p-son p-sent, being the second time, 

y« sume of. y* same fynes to be 

leavied on their goods and chatties. 

Memorand. 

On Sunday 21 p October, 1677. Information 

was given on y^ oathe of Thomas Hemming — 

Thomas Smith — ^Thomas Tyler and Henry Matthews 

that John Collyer of Portsmouthe tailor, was found 

by them about three of y« clocke of y* afternoon 

of that day preaching in y^ house of William 

Couzens y« elder, contrarie to y« Act of Parliament 
in that case made and p-vided, &c., &c., and for 

such offence y« s*. John Collyer is convict and 

fyned in y« summe of Twenty pounds, the same 

fyne to be leavied on his goods and chattels. 

It will thus be seen that there were two preachers 
present at this meeting — ^the one fined for a second, 
and the other for a first offence. Where the above 
meetings for worship ^were held, and so ruthlessly 
interrupted, we have now no means of knowing; 
unless the house of W. Couzens should, at some 
future day, be traced by old deeds. The congre- 
gation had, probably, no fixed meeting-place during 
the weary years of persecution, but shifted about. 
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so as they could best evade the informers, save 
their goods trom being plundered, and themselves 
from a jail. 

We have no intimation as to how long Mr. 
Drinkwater continued the pastorate, but it was 
probably 20 or 25 years.* It seems to be without 
a doubt that he died before the Portsmouth Dispu- 
tation in 1698, as there is no mention of him in 
connection with it, and it is not conceivable that 
this would be so, had he been living ; Crosby says 
distinctly, though giving no date, that Mr. Bowes 
was minister for some years after Mr. Drinkwater's 
death ; and we know, nearly, the time of Mr. 

Bowes's death, as in the deed of 17 16, certain 
persons are mentioned as] his executors. 

During the ministry of Mr. Drinkwater, a Mr. 
Thomas Bowes, otherwise called Farmer Bowes, 
was called to the ministry in conjunction with 
him ; and after Mr. Drinkwater's death, became 
chief minister to the baptists of Portsmouth for 
many years, probably until his death. He is said 
to have held land in "Portsmouth Island" and in 

^ ■ - - ■■ — - ■ I ■ ■■ >. , ■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■■■■-■■-■■■-■ ^■,. - ,. , ■ ■ ■■ , . . ■ ■ .■» 

* NoTi. There was a Mr. Richd. Drinkwater, a tobacconist of 
Portsea, who was appointed one of the trustees of the 
Portsmouth Meeting-house in 1693, probably a son of our 
minister. There was also one Richd. Drinkwater, minister 
of the General Baptist Church at Chichester, whom Ivimey 
calls "a descendant" of our first pastor; (a word which 
would scarcely apply to one nearer than a grandson) and 
said to have been remarkable for his piety. His grave-stone 
is still to be seen in the aisle of the Chichester chapel and 
on it may be read that he -was a faithful pastor for 24 years, 
and [an active and most useful messenger of the churches 
(that is, '.to the Associations) for 18 years. 



14 Early Baptist History •?/ Portsmouth. 

an early deed ot the chapel in St. Thomas's St^ 
he is said to be of Hilsea^ late of Wymering. 
Another account says he had a farm at Milton^ 
and was thus styled " the farmer preacher." He 
was, at any rate, both an acceptable and a per- 
secuted one. Having land and cattle he was a 
welcome mark for informers ; who used to drive 
away his cattle to a large extent, and sell them 
to support their debaucheries. Very soon after 
the "Glorious Revolution" in 1688 under William 
III and Mary, when there was toleration and 
protection for the dissenters, the baptists of Ports- 
mouth turned their thoughts towards a meeting 
house ; in which Mr. Bowes stood their friend.* 

The first document relating to the Meeting house 
recites, "That by indenture made 27 January, 1693, 
(5 Wm. and Mary) Thomas Bowes of Hilsea, County 
of South ? yeoman, grants to certain trustees, " for 
and in y« behalf of y® congregation of baptized 
Christians in and about Portsmouthe commonly 
but improperly called Anabaptists," a lease for 
99 years, at a yearly rent of five shillings, of a 
part of the plot of garden ground, belonging to 
his tenement in St. Thomas's Street, 30 ft. x 19 ft. 
which, with the tenement, he had lately purchased 
of Jonathan Woods. Other portions were after- 
wards obtained; a burial-ground laid out, and 
the chapel enlarged. It was rebuilt in 17 15; and 
a "Baptistery" formed in 1750. Mr. Bowes was 
buried in the chapel; and left a son, who, at his 
death, bequeathed an endowment towards the 
support of the minister. 

* See Appendix A. 
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As there was no baptistery until the above date, 
converts were baptized in a large pond on the 
before-mentioned farm at Milton; and there Mr. 
Lacy, of whom we shall soon hear, was baptized. 
At times also the morass on the Common and 
the moat round Portsmouth, were used for the 
same purpose; but on account of the annoyance 
and persecution they suffered, the ordinance was 
generally observed at night, with the use of 
lanterns. 

The period of which we have been treating, 
was not only that of bitter persecution for the 
baptists, but also the age of disputation; the 
age when baptists sought to spread far and 
near, the truths that they themselves had learned; 
and could not quietly brook a denial of them. 
We have several of these disputations handed 
down to us. The noted Danl. Featley, a great 
opponent of the baptists, writing of the first 
known one, gives us an insight into the spirit 
with which they were met, when he writes, "I 
can hardly dip my pen, in any other liquor than 
the juice of gall," — and calls them all the names 
of vileness, that a pen, and also an imagpination, 
dipped in gall, could manufacture. Portsmouth 
obtained notoriety, as being the locality of the 
last and most memorable one, accompanied by 
outward pageantry, flourish of trumpets and wea- 
risome logic. 

About the end of the Commonwealth, Period or 
soon after, the Presb3rterians of Portsmouth built a 
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meeting-house* at the junction of Penny street 
and Barrack street (then called Peacock's lane) 
where they worshipped. 

Towards the close of the Seventeenth Century, 
a small but growing church of Calvinistic bap- 
tists, or baptists holding the doctrine of a particular 
redemption, was gathered at Gosport, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. J. Webbar, who, it 
appears, was very successful in his work; for the 
church soon had twenty members added to it after 
immersion; besides a spirit of enquiry being 
awakened. 

As some of these came from the Presbyterians, 
their fears and wrath were aroused — and one ot 
their preachers, a Mr. Chandler of Fareham, came 
to Gosport and Portsmouth, to lecture down the 
"Dippers," and put a stop to their good work; 
or as our friend "Featley" would have said, "Ta 
duck the Dippers over head and ears in declam- 
ation." To one of these lectures at the meeting- 
house in Portsmouth, several baptists designedly 

* NoTB. This meeting-house was ministered in by the Rev. Jno. 
Hicks, who afterwards joined the ill-fated insurrection under 
Monmouth, ending in the murders and butcheries of the 
infamous '* Bloody Jeffries "; when Lady Alicia Lisle, after 
the usual amount of coarse abuse, was condemned by him 
to be burnt for- having given Hicks and another a night's 
shelter-^though at that time there was no pioclamation 
out against Hicks; and the other (Nelthorpe) admitted she 
did not know him. This sentence, at the earnest appeal of 
the clergy of Winchester, was commuted into beheading. 
She was put to death on a Scaffold in the market place of 
Winchester manifesting a quiet courage, and declaring a 
firm trust in the Covenant and blood of Jesus. The inci- 
dent forms one, of a series of magnificent frescoes, in the 
lobby between the two houses of Parliament, in illustration 
of the struggle for Civil and Religious liberty in England. 
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repaired; one of them S. Ring taking notes. 
Mi-: Chandler said, "that in giving a course of 
lectures on the Sacraments, he could not do right 
to his subject, without defending their own prac- 
tice as to Infants' right ; and the way of adminis- 
tration." 



In announcing the lectures, it was given out, 
"that Mr. Chandler would not only prove Infant 
Baptism from Scripture testimony, and answer 
all the objections of the baptists against it; 
but also sufficiently furnish his hearers with ar- 
gfuments to defend their practice." In prosecuting 
this his design, he represented the baptist ministers 
**as Persons ignorant of and unacquainted with 
Holy Scripture," and also, "ridiculed and mis- 
represented the manner of their performance of 
the Holy Ordinance." On this Mr. Bowes went 
to Mr. Webbar, and arranged that they and 
some of their people should attend the next lecture, 
as it would not do to allow the Presbyterians 
to triumph over the baptists. Accordingly, the 
next lecture was attended by Messrs. Bowes and 
Webbar and twenty of their followers ; and at its 
close Mr. Bowes stood up and desired leave to 
speak, and then "in a mild and Christian- 
like manner, did enter his objection against what 
Mr. Chandler had spoken." Or, according to the 
Presbyterian account, " in the name of the others, 
challenged Mr. Chandler with preaching doctrines 
false and wholly untrue ; and desired he would 
admit of a public dispute." 
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Mr. Chandler accepted the challenge, on condition 
that he was matched with a worthy disputant. 
Mr. Bowes proposed a certain Matthew Cafl&n, 
but the Gosport people would not hear of him; 
or the Presbyterians dispute with a man whom 
they* said, "believed in neither the humanity or 
divinity of the Lord Jesus." We ask the reader 
to note this man, and what was said of him ; 
as there will be a sad tale to tell of him pres- 
ently, and the very fact of Bowes proposing him; 
proves that he must have, already, become 
fascinated, even if not led away by him. 

Caffin having been rejected, the baptists turned 
their thoughts to Dr. William Russel of London. 
The following letter was therefore sent to him. 

To our esteemed Brother Russel, we of the 
church of Christ at Gosport, send Greeting. 

We being under a Pressure of Conscience, hav- 
ing of late had the great Ordinance of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (viz. that of Believers' baptism in 
water) inveighed against, and ridiculed by one ot 
the Presbyterian ministers (Mr. Chandler by name] 
and being much grieved that the Ordinance of 
Christ should be thus triumphed over, and trodden 
under foot, and hoping you have so far ingaged 
yourself in Christ's Cause, and that God hath given 
you Abilities to defend it, we don't only Beg, but 
Require your Personal Presence, and desire your 
Assistance to defend that sacred Ordinance." 

He was also pressed to the service by several 
ministers and private Brethren. He therefore ac- 
quiesced; the Presb3rterians afterwards raised a 
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report that he received the sum of Twenty guineas 
to be present; to which, Dr. Russel publickly 
answered ; that he neither asked or expected a 
farthing, but that the friends at Gosport and 
Portsmouth did contribute his coach-hire. Having 
thus far agreed among themselves, the baptists 
requested the Presbyterians to apply to the King, 
William III, for permission to hold the disputation ; 
which they did through the Mayor and Governor 
in the following terms: "That he would grant 
permission to the Presbyterians, publicly to vindi- 
cate the common cause of the reformed churches, 
and to settle the wavering among them in the 
belief and practice of those truths, which tended 
very much to the advancement of early piety 
-and religion." With this request his majesty gra- 
ciously complied, and ordered the civil and military 
-officers of the town to attend, for the preservation 
of peace and good order. It was arranged, that 
the contest should come off in the Presbyterian 
meeting-house, above named ; on the 23rd February 
169I. The champions for the Presbyterians, were 
to be, for the Baptists 

Dr. Wm. Russel, London. 
Mr. Jno. Williams, 

Wiltshire. 
Mr. Jno. Sharpe, Froome, 

Moderator. 

For nine hours, viz. from nine a.m. till six o'clock 
p.m. before a large (some said 2000) and respectable 
auditory, including his worshipful Wm. Seager, 
Esqr. Mayor, and the honourable Major General 
Earl, Governor; and Col. John Gibson, Lieut. 
<jovemor, (to whom the reports were afterwards 



Mr. S. Chander, Fareham 
„ Wm. Leigh, Newport 

I.W. 
„ B. Robinson, Hun- 
gerford. Moderator. 
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dedicated) the three able men on either side, en- 
deavoured to worst their opponents. 

As usual the Baptists plied their adversaries 
hard with Scripture^ maintaining its sufficiency for 
all church ordinances, and challenging them to 
prove one case of Infant Baptism from the whole 
New Testament, and they would admit themselves 
defeated: — while the Presbyterians wriggled, 
and tried to prove a difference between express 
words, and their consequential truths ; and affirmed 
that Paul's epistles do not contain a hundredthi 
part of what he preached; — and that though there 
may be nothing of infant baptism in his epistles, 
he may have inculcated it in his preaching. The 
Baptists retorted, that they knew the Pope claimed 
to have unwritten traditions locked up in his 
breast, to bring out as occasion required ; but they 
were not aware before this, that the Presbyterians 
claimed to be entrusted with any such treasure. 

At the close of the day, after many onslaughts, 
both sides claimed the victory ; so that we are still 
at liberty to judge for ourselves, on which side 
truth lies; anyhow at the close of the arguing, 

the Baptists declared themselves ready to begin 

anew (though Dr. Russel suffered from a weak 

throat) and go over the whole discussion again,. 

if their opponents were not convinced by their 

arguments ; but the leading Presbyterian declined,. 

saying, "he was not very well." 

The Presbyterians, however, prevailed with the 
Governor (whose sympathies were with them) 
to certify in the next " News-sheet," that 
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Mr. Russell opposed infant baptism, with all the- 
subtilty and sophistry of the schools; and was 
answered with good Reason and Learning ; upon 
the whole, it was the opinion of all the judicious 
auditory, that the Presbyterians sufficiently de- 
fended their doctrine; and also worsted their 
adversaries when they cantie to assuntie the place 

of opponents." 

Certified J. Gibson. 

It does not seenti that this was quite the opinion 
of the Audience, for when they were asked to 
hold up their hands if they believed the argument 
for infants' baptism, from the Saviour's words, 
'* of such is the Kingdom of Heaven " it was noticed 
that not nearly i in 50 was held up. The Pres- 
byterians had also weakened their cause, for a 
report had got abroad, and vouched for, that not 
long before, a man named Fox, of Gosport, 
demanded baptism by immersion of the Presby- 
terians, though he had been bom of professing 
parents (which point they made much of) and 
that rather than lose him, to the Baptists, Mr. 
Chandler had immersed him, in the presence of 
four other Presbyterian ministers. So ended the 
last public discussion on baptism. But no ! it did 
not end there, for the baptists not only outlived 
the governer's certificate (while the Presbyterians,, 
as such, after a few years became extinct) but in 
spite of his verdict against them, it is recorded, 
"That God was pleased to make the hearing of" 
the dispute of such use to several persons, that 
they were fully convinced by the grace of God 
towards them of the truth of the doctrine of baptism. 
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. and did in a few days after, submit themselves to 
be dipt in water, upon profession of their faith," 
this being an unlooked for answer to a prayer 
offered by one of the Presbyterians, and in which 
he asked the assembly to join, "That God would 
grant that the truth may prevail." Thus their 
prayer was answered, but not their wishes. 

Hitherto history has led us, mostly, in the 
path of baptists, who, though difiFering from the 
Pauline doctrines of Grace, yet of men, living 
pure and holy lives in the midst of abounding 
corruption ; holding the main truths of natural 
depravity, salvation by the substitutionary blood 
and righteousness of the adorable Lord Jesus, 
and His eternal power and Godhead; men en- 
during imprisonment, and "taking jojrftiUy the 
spoiling of their goods," from the love they bore 
to those truths ; happy would it be, if we could 
relate, that the sun that rose so brightly, had 
continued shining; but the sad truth is that, that 
sun had a dark setting, for during the period 
from 1690 to 1700 very many of the General 
Baptist Churches of England (and Portsmouth 
among the number), became more and more 
tainted with Socinian doctrine; denying and for- 
saking those truths that before they held; so 
far as in them lay, dethroning and degrading 
the adorable Saviour, who is " GoD Over All, 
Blessed For Ever," thus robbing Him of the 
brightest crown, the redeemed will ever delight 
to see encircling His glorious brows and renouncing 
the life giving power and working of God's Holy 
Spirit, " Who doth quicken and sanctify His elect." 
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Attention was called to the name of M. Caffin. 
He was a London minister among the Greneral 
Baptists; and after causing much confusion there, 
owing to the Socinian views he imbibed, he went 
about the country corrupting the churches, until 
so many were lost to the denomination. He 
came to Portsmouth ; and as we have seen, Mr. 
Bowes was soon enamoured of him, and infect- 
ed by him ; and as usual, the church followed. 
We believe that a church, is both individually 
and collectively, both in doctrine and character, 
very largely what the ministry makes it ; thus, 
there is force in the order in which the Holy 
Ghost puts it through Paul, to the elders of 
Ephesus; to take heed, first to themselves, then 
they should be fitted to, afterward, take care of 
the flock, over which they are made overseers ; 
and especially in this very matter under consid- 
eration ; that unsound men, teaching false doctrine, 
should come into Christ's Church, as ravening 
wolves into the sheep-fold, devouring the faith 
and steadfastness of His people ; — therefore the 
exhortation, to watch — ^wam and feed; taking 
heed to continue in the doctrine, assured to us 
by the Scripture, for that, thereby, both pastors 
and flock should be saved. We have abundant 
evidence, at this present time, even as of old,^ 
that a departure from the Truth, and a turning 
from the doctrines of Grace, induce a downward 
course in the churches; until all vitality, spirit- 
uality and witnessing for G^'s Truth are '— *' 
to them. 



/ 
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We hear nothing, at the period under review 
of any of the Particular Baptist Churches being 
led astray; so true is it, that if we break one 
of the five links of that grand chain in the eighth 
of Romans, of Foreknowledge, Predestination, 
Calling, Justification and Glorification, we open 
the floodgates of error and inconceivable mischief. 
Or, as an able writer has put it, "Unsettled 
views respecting important theological truths, have 
led to Arminianism; this spirit of laxity led on 
to Arianism; and that to Socinianism; and that 
awfiil system, uninteresting as it is erroneous, 
gradually led to the breaking up of churches." 

It has been the Lord's appointment all through 
the ages, that before the light of truth has died 
out among one people or nation, another has 
been prepared by Him to become His witnesses; 
that so, that light may be continued, and His 
Ordinances perpetuated. Just so did the Lord 
work here. Ere the glory had departed fi-om the 
first Church, the Lord had created another; small 
in its beginning, but pure in its teaching, to be 
a witness through many years for Him. 

Reference has been made to the preaching of 
Thos. Lamb, a Calvinistic baptist, in Portsmouth; 
just at the time of the first gathering of a 
church. Either, as the result of his preaching, 
or the Spirit's teaching of His own Word; it 
is certain there were some in the first church, 
who were not satisfied with its fellowship, and 
the teaching they there received ; especially after 
it became corrupted by the teaching of Caffin. 
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These now drew together to form a new church. 
I do not attempt to fix the exact date ; and 
for this reason. One written account of it refers 
it to A.D. 1704 when some persons, members of 
the Church at Gosport, under the pastoral care 

of the Revd Webbar,* finding it inconvenieat 

living there, and crossing the harbour, (as they 
worked in the Dockyard) built themselves cot- 
tages on Portsmouth Common, ( now Portsea) and 
formed this church. But it is evident they only 
increased, not founded it; for there were already, 
some (those mentioned above) meeting together — 
by uninterrupted local tradition, in a bam on the 
Common, — and also the same writer, in another 
place, refers the foundation of it, to the end of 
the seventeenth century, a few years earlier than 
the first named date. 

A bam was the only — and consequently an 
acceptable meeting-place, at the beginning of 
many of our churches throughout the country. 
When the persons from Gosport, united with 
those on the "Common," they procured that a 
Meeting-house should be built for [not by) them 
in A.D., 1 704, though it was not till some years 
after, that it became the property of the church. 

In that year (viz. 1 704) onet Edward Parsons, a 
shipwright, purchased the land, and built for himself 



* Note. We know the faith and practice of .'these Brethren, 
as they adopted the London Confession of 1689, a new 
edn. of which has been Pubd. by C. H Spurgeon. Price 
4d. Very profitable for all who desire to 'know the 
fundamentals of our faith. 

t See Appendix B. 
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a house, and for the church a Meeting-house,, 
which was 32 feet square consequently seating about 
200 persons. It was built of stone, obtained by pur- 
chase, from the ruins of Netley- Abbey, Southampton ; 
the materials of the temple of profanity and 
idolatory, being thus made subservient to pure 
and true worship. Thus we see the commencement 
of the meeting-house, giving its name to, 

Meeting-House Alley, Kjent Street, Portsea. 

Before the meeting-house became the property 
of the church, it passed two or three times in 
mortgages and transferred mortgages, till the year 
1730, when not having been redeemed or the 
interest paid up by the owner; the meeting-house, 
court, and a house called Mason's dwelling-house,, 
were sold to the church, for the sum of one 
hundred and ten pounds; Martha Whitehom,* 
Widow, conveying the equity. " The people called 
baptists, in and about Portsea," are named as 
those recently in possession. 



♦ Note. The " Whitehorns " had evidently been dissenters in 
the Town for many years, and probably baptists; for 
we find an entry in the "Borough Recorifs " under date 
October 1644 among the jury presentations, *' Wee sett 
a paine against George Whitehorne for abusing our minester 
Mr. Tucker and saying that our communion was a two- 
penny ordinary." This was repeated in April I645. 
Besides being mentioned in the early minutes of this churdi, 
one Caleb Whitehom was one of four new trustees ap. 
pointed in 1747. 

In November 1771, Mr. Ran well, a shipwri|^ht, was sent 
from Woolwich Dockyard to Portsea, and being a baptist, 
was received as an occasional communicant, till settled. 
He married Miss Whitehorn, through whom he became 
possessed of the land, on which he built ''Banwell's Coart*' 
at the side of the Chapel, 
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At this same date, 1730, the records of the 
church were commenced. Let us gather up our 
thoughts, and fix them on this spot; hallowed 
by nearly two centuries of holy associations. 
While all3dng ourselves with its early history, 
associating with them in their • meetings, trying 
to live over again the incidents of its life — the 
first thought that strikes us is, the mixture of 
good and evil; — ^holiness and godliness striving 
with immorality for the mastery, both in private 
and church life. 

The number of cases of discipline, recorded, 
-would seem, at a first glance, to be out of all 
proportion to those of the present day; but on 
a little reflection, and closer inspection, I doubt 
if the real losses to the church, were nearly so 
many as at the present. Notice first, — that in its 
earliest history, this church received and immer- 
sed members, on the undoubted plan of the New 
Testament; that is, on their own profession and 
at their own desire, without messengers. 

It was not till after some years, that a fort- 
night was required (if possible) to intervene 
between their application and reception; and it 
was not until January 1783, that a resolution 
was passed, " That if possible character should be 
enquired into, before candidates were received 
into fellowship." Thus the responsibility of ma- 
king a profession, was, properly, thrown on the 
professed: according to the teaching of the New 
Testament; and the church fiirther obeyed that 
teaching, by enforcing, as a necessary conse- 
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quence, a very strict watchfulness and discipline. 
One entry is an illustration of this; on receiving* 
a member from another church, the entry in the 
Church-book has the significant addendum, "He 
remains therefore from [this time, under our in- 
spection, to be watched over in the Lord," and 
the minutes prove that the words meant all 
that is implied by them. They did not then, as 
is now the case, receive members and then allow 
them to drift away as they pleased ; having an 
occasional revision of the roll, and striking off 
wholesale, a number of non-attendants and un- 
known ones. At that time every member was 
instructed that it was his or her duty to watch 
over the rest, and to report cases of delin- 
quency as they occured. Absentees were marked 
and visitors appointed directly, to admonish them 
to fill up their places, or they would be sus- 
pended from all church privileges. Two months 
absence from the "Table," invariably called 
down a visit to be reported; and the cases 
were watched, and the visits repeated and report- 
ed, month after month, until, either there was 
proof of amendment, or the offending member 
was cut off; all efforts for reformation having 
failed. 

Another reason may be, that in those early 
days the church knew nothing of all those ex- 
traneous works and employments of the present 
religious world ; consequently, all the entries have, 
simply and purely, to do with the members of the 
church and an occasional service — such as, a day 
set apart for fasting and prayer; and if, at the 
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regular church meeting, there was no business to 
be brought before it, the time was spent in prayer. 
But another thought arises. This church was at 
that time the only bright spot in the midst of 
abounding sin, recklessness and ungodliness. It 
was the only spot, for many years, where there 
was any evangelical preaching, in the whole 
neighbourhood. Dr. Stennett, referring to public 
events at this time, says, " Considering how little 
the Scriptures are read by the common people, 
and how little the gospel is preached by the clergy ; 
if it were not for what is said of Christ in the 
prayer-book, multitudes would forget there ever 
was such a Being." Bishop Gibson, who was 
present assented thereto, and added, " I charge 
all my clergy to see to it, that they preach Christ ; 
for I lately heard an eminent preacher who seemed 
to labour to keep the name of Christ, out of his 
sermons." And Portsmouth was no exception. 

The first Baptist church had become Unitarian; 
and as to the Establishment, it too had fallen. 
In 1662 both the Vicar and Curate of Portsmouth, 
and the Vicar of Portsea (Kingston) had the 
honour of being ejected for their godly noncon- 
formity, but eighty years later, it is recorded, that 
one of the Parish clergymen and his companions 
were having a game of cards, when the church 
bell rang for service. He put the cards aside, 
and said, " We will finish the play when we come 
back from church." And so we the more recog- 
nize and admire the all-sustaining hand of Him, 
"who walks among the candlesticks." A close 
friendship appears to have been kept up, between 
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the Baptist churches of the country ; and all h( 
each other. Whenever a meeting-house reqi 
to be built, or to be helped out of debt, each soi 
the aid of the other churches; and annexed 
interesting particulars, (not quite complete, 
original having been partially defaced many yy 
since) of the assistance which this church recei^ 
towards the purchase of their first meeting-h< 
in 1730; and in return, they allowed others, at 
rate of one case per annum, to be pleaded 
collected for, both in public and private; as 
came on in succession ; the begging minis< 
visiting the town, and preaching for that purpoj 

Another advantage appertaining to the wei 
country churches of those years was, that brethn 
who showed any adaptation for the ministi 
were encouraged and called on by the church 
speak before them. If, on a vote of the churcl 
they were approved, they were then recogfnizt 
preachers; and as such, could make applicatioi 
for assistance from a London fund; managed b] 
London ministers,! thus being brought directly 
under their influence; this enabled new or weakj 
churches to maintain an efficient ministry, at a! 
time when there was no. local or county association.! 
This may be noticed in connection with a minute 
of June 1756, when this church reported to the; 
Managers of the London Fund, in acknowledging' 
a grant, that during the previous year, they had 

*NoTi. A list of those called out by this church, will be foand ■ 

in the Appendix, 
t Recipients from this fund, were limited by a very orthodox 

confession of Faith. , 
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given Mr. Lacy Fifteen pounds. This was in 
addition to paying current expenses ; and assisting 
their poor; for which latter object, a collection was 
invariably made at the close of every fast day, 
being then and there distributed; and on Dec' 21st, 
J 755 was made the first recorded Christmas Col- 
lection; a charity sermon being preached on that 
day, the church contributed and divided the sum 
oi £2 13 o. Having noticed these few scattered 
facts, we revert to the Trusts and ministry. 

The meeting-house and premises having been 
purchased, they were put in Trust (inter alia) for 
the following purposes ; viz, " To be for the publick 
worshipp of God, by such* congregation as ac- 
cording to the way and usage of such Protestant 
Dissenters, as are commonly called, " Particular 
Baptists, &c. The definition of "^Particular Bap- 
tists" being, "Those holding the doctrine of a 
personal election, and of final perseverance." 
Provision was made in the Trust Deed, "That in 
case the laws of persecution should be revived ; 
so that, if at any time hereafter the church cannot 
meet for worshipp, the meeting-house may be 
fitted up and let, and the proceeds divided once a 
year among poor christians, until such time, as 
it may be again possible to meet for worship ; when 
it shall revert to its proper use." 

. It was also provided, " That the deeds, monies, 
and papers shall be kept by the trustees, in a 

■' — _ 

* Note. The word " Congregation," has changed its meaning 
in the present day. Formerly it was synonymous with our 
usage of the word *' church." 
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chest provided for that purpose, to be lock'd with, 
at least, five different locks ; the same number of 
trustees, each to keep one key." The first Trustees 
were brethren Jno. Bemister, Jno. Knight, Senr., 
Jno. Klnight, Junr., W. Wilcox, Richd. Painter, 
Geo. Hamond, Thos. Trow, Josh. Sturgess, Jno. 
Lacy, Thos. Whitewood, D. Whitewood, Wm. 
Spashat, and Jno. ^Millard. The preceeding refers 
to the portion of the ground as Site No. i. 

Site No. 2 was obtained by the church, in the 
first place by having a mortgage that was on it 
transferred to them, in the year 1799, and by 
afterwards purchasing the equity in 1808 for a 
total of ;^200 and on the same trust as that of 1730. 
But there had been, in the year 1772, an interesting 
addition made to the Trust ; viz,, " That the surplus 
rent of a house, that had been given to the church, 
was, in future, to be for the minister or ministers 
for the time being of this church ; but should there 
be no minister connected with this meeting-house^ 
then, to any other minister of the same denomin- 
ation in Portsea ; but if there be none of the same 
in Portse^, then to a minister of the same 
denomination, in any other place in England, 
But should the laws not allow of Baptists at all 
in England, ( this was only a century ago ! ) then, 
the money was to be divided among poor christians^ 
at the discretion of the trustees." 

What must have been the trial of persecution 
that the Dissenters suffered, to have left such a 
stinging remembrance for a hundred years after? 
Shall we now forget the trials and faithfulness 
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unto death, through which our privileges and 
liberties have come to us? 

Also, by the same additional trust, ''the back* 
yard," called in the first trust, " the garden of the 
house," '^ was to continue in the fiiture, as for some 
time past it had been, to be used as a burial 
groimd." This groimd was at the North end of the 
first meeting-house; which was extended in that 
direction, when it was rebuilt in 1783; the whole 
of the groimd is now covered, by the present 
building. This will explain the words on some 
of the Tablets in the chapel, " Near this spot lie the 
remains &c/' In, or about, the year 1783 the first 
meeting-house and dwelling-house were pulled 
down, and a larger one built ; and in the years of 
1799 and 1808, the site No. 2 was taken in; partly 
into the North end of the meeting-house, and a 
part for a minister's vestry. The site of Mason's 
dwelling-house was ' utilized for Vestries and 
School-room combined. One or two other alter- 
ations were successively made, imtil in 1846, the 
whole was taken down, (contrary to the wishes 
of the old members, whose aflFections lingered to 
the last, about the house where they, and their 
fathers had worshipped) a firont entrance obtained, 
and the present building erected. Previously the 
only entrance had been firom Meeting-house- Alley. 

The church, at first, was small — ^Baptists were 
not popular — Persecution pressed on them; when 
no longer legally, even then, in an anno3dng 
manner; and for some years the church appears 
to have suffered firom the want of a settled minister. 
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The first recorded was, Mr. John Howe, of London, 
who came here in 1727. He continued with the 
church but one year; it then numbering between 
thirty and forty members. Mr. Joseph Curtis, of 
London, was with them for one year ; but declined 
the pastorate on account of one dissentient voice; 
but during that year, he immersed Fourteen Con- 
verts in the morass, on Southsea Common; now 
filled in. 

Then, Mr. John Mercer, of Tenterden, was with 
them for one year; but removed to Newport, in 
the Isle [of Wight. At the end of another year, 
Mr. J. Brown, who had ministered but never 
accepted the pastorate, left them. Mr. J. Wilson, 
of London, was then invited ; but on the day he 
had appointed to set out, news was received of 
his death. Wearied with so many disappointments, 
they determined to look among themselves for a 
pastor; and there being two gifted brethren, John 
Lacy and Daniel Whitewood, they were requested 
by the church, on March 7th, 173 J to speak before 
them, on approbation. Being approved they were 
formally called to the ministry; and afterwards, 
Mr. Lacy to the pastorate; which call he accepted 
on July 8th, 1732. After a service of solemn fast- 
ing and prayer, Mr. Lacy was ordained pastor, 
and Mr. Whitewood appointed assistant minister 
and deacon. 

Mr. Lacy, when young, had been so noted for 
his gravity and quickness at learning, that even 
then he acquired the soubriqu6t of, " The Parson." 
In the year Queen Anne died he was 14 years 



Early Baptist History of Portsmouth. 35 

old, and the baptists (with whom his parents had 
united themselves) were so ridiculed and persecuted, 
that his fortitude was not sufficient to bear the 
reproaches and sneers to which he was exposed 
for going to a meeting-house ; so that for two 
years he went to Kingston church, with his prayer 
book under his arm, to show himself a good 
churchman. But at the end of that time, becom- 
ing conscience-stricken, he returned to the baptists 
and never after left them. " As a man, the powers 
of his mind were extensive and strong ; his memory 
very retentive; and it was said, that had he been 
favoured with opportunities for improvement in his 
younger life, equal to his abilities, his acquisitions 
would have been very considerable." It is not 
known in what year his conversion took place, 
though it was in early life, but he did not join the 
church till after his marriage in 1728, having been 
baptized, with several others, in a pond in front 
of a farmhouse at Eastney, by the light of lanterns* 
As a christian, "he thought it no dishonour for 
his faith to receive, what his reason could not 
comprehend." 

Having been accepted by the church, the next 
consideration was, to " fix " him in the pastorate ; 
and as a Mr. Bozier, a West country minister, 
was coming to Portsmouth, the church decided 
to embrace the opportunity. They requested, like- 
wise, the attendance of Mr. Chalk, pastor at 
Lymington, who arrived on the 23rd. and with 
iiim Mr. Caleb Sheppard. From the minutes of 
proceedings, we read, *'The 24th being the day 
appointed for what is vulgarly (commonly) called 
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an ordination, we met together to seek the Lord 
for a blessing on our minister in particular, and 
on His church in this place; as also to return 
thanks to Almighty God, for His kindness to us 
, as a people." " The work of the day was carried 
on by Bro. Chalk, Bro. Bosier, Bro. Sheppard, 
and Bro. Whitewood in the following manner, 
viz. Bro. Whitewood opened the meeting with a 
short prologue and engaged in prayer — ^then Bro. 
Sheppard proceeded to spend some time in prayer — 
then Bro. Chalk entered the pulpitt, at which 
time he read and we sung, then Bro. Chadk pro- 
ceeded in prayer and preached a sermon from 
I St. Ttm. 5 chap. 22 ver. Lay hands suddenly on 
no man &c. when Bro. Chalk gave the auditory 
to imderstand that the choice of the minister or 
pastor was solely in the people, and that he was 
at this time concerned in preaching a sermon 
to the church who had chosen Bro. Lacy, and 
appointed him their pastor. Then, after singing 
a hjrmn, Bro. Bosier proceeded to speak a word 
of exhortation both to Bro. Lacy and also to the 
church, — after which another hymn or psalm was 
simg, and then Bro. Bozier dismissed the people 
by a benediction; and thus was concluded the 
work of the day." On August 5th. the church 
sat down to the Lord's ^Table, in the afternoon, 
for the first time imder the pastorate of Bro. Lacy 
and on Septmr. 1 6th, he administered the ordinance 
of "Believers Baptism." On October 13th, a 
Quarterly Collection was made; amoimt 13 shillings. 
These littie facts and this first service are interest- 
ing, as showing from what the church grew. 
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After Mr. Lacy became pastor, a Lord's day 
evening lecture was established/ a lecture on 
Monday evenings and a prayer meeting on 
Thursdays, which was changed to Fridays in 
March 1769. The church meetings were ordinarily 
held on the Lord's days, the church being stopped 
if anything needed attention out of the ordinary 
course. 

A Tuesday evening conference had been es- 
tablished; it commenced October 2nd. 1732, when 
any of the brethren spoke from a previously 
announced text. It lasted to within the last fifty 
years, and was doubtless very useftil, in bringing 
many forward, both as home pastors and village 
preachers; even as they would be still. 

Soon after Mr. Lacy took the pastorate, the 
church increased to fifty members; and the meeting- 
house was enlarged at an expense of ;^i8o but 
in what way or to what extent there is no record. 
In 1769 Mr. Lacy was called to a solemn service. 
The meeting-house at Lymington had been rebuilt, 
and the minister, Mr. Thomas, had been round 
the country preaching and collecting towards the 
expense; but having been put into a damp bed, 
he took cold, and reached Portsmouth only to die, 
which took place on June 5th at the early age of 
21 years. His remains were taken to Lymington 
JFor interment, and the first services in their new 
jneeting-house, was his fiiueral service, and ser- 
mon preached by Mr. Lacy, "in a very impressive 



manner/* 
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It was during the pastorate of Mr. Lacy that 
the celebrated Greorge Whitfield, being driven 
out of the Establishment, went about the country 
preaching to the tens of thousands in fields and 
on commons ; and " thanked his God, he was then 
where his voice could be heard for three-quarters 
of a mile; and by, firom twenty to thirty thousand 
persons." The pulpits of the dissenters were also 
opened to him throughout the country; especially 
of those churches holding the doctrines of grace; 
as he himself had become deeply imbued with the 
love of those doctrines (so called Calvinistic) not 
that he had learned them from Calvin ; but, as 
he himself wrote to Wesley, "he had learned 
them from the teaching of the New Testament 
alone, without having ever read a line of Calvin's 
writings." Among others the meeting-house on 
Portsmouth Common was open to him, and for 
some time he preached there every Wednesday 
evening, Mr. Lacy being one of his hearers, and 
entertaining him at his house; his coadjutors 
being received into the homes of the members. 

Some persons blaming Mr. Lacy for encouraging 
Methodists, intimating it would alienate the afiFec- 
tions of the people firom him, he replied, "Would 
to God that Christ was preached at the comer 
of every street, I would not care by whom." His 
visits were successfiil and much blessed. In a 
letter to Dr. Stenhouse of Northampton, under 
date June 14th, 1749, he says, "At Portsmouth 
and Gosport where I have been, the Word ran 
and was glorified." There not being at this time, 
any evangelical preaching in the established 
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churches, many were drawn by Whitfield's preach- 
ing to this place; and becoming attached to it, 
united with the church ; so that, during Mr. Lacy's 
pastorate the meeting-house was a second time 
enlarged. Many holding Poedobaptist sentiments, 
klso offered to become members; but the church, 
being at that time, on Scriptural principles and 
on New Testament teaching, " A Close Communion 
Church," that is, receiving only immersed believers 
to the Table, could not admit them to fellowship; 
so they attended the preaching here and communed 
with the Presbyterians. 

Let no Latitudinarian of the present day, charge 
our fathers, or those who still believe in immersion 
before communion with narrow-mindedness or 
want of charity ; for to that, as well as to baptism, 
there is a scriptural as well as a sentimental aspect ; 
and while our love to all the brethren would con- 
strain us to welcome all, we are to remember, 
that if the Master has commanded all to be 
baptized, it is not for us to set aside His command 
as a thing of nought. Neither does any other 
church of any denomination, receive to communion 
without baptism ; and according to our principles, 
we hold none to have been truly baptized, who 
have not been immersed on their own profession. 
We are to remember also that neither those who 
differ, nor our fathers who held more closely to 
Scripture truth were appointers of New Testament 
ordinances ; we have only to obey them as we 
find them. The Lord is Master of His own Table, 
and alone has the right to say who shall be there; 
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and the Holy Ghost having prescribed the order 
of church fellowship in Acts 2. vers, 41, 42, viz: 
Hearing — ^believing — ^Baptism — Fellowship — ^Break- 
ing of bread — it is at the church's peril and loss 
to have departed therefrom. Such men as Booth, 
Hall Senr., Francis, Kinghom and others who 
observed and defended the Scriptural order, under- 
stood Scripture rather better than open communionists 
past or present; and that too well to be judged 
or condemned by them. 

Ivimey says, "That the churches, in practising 
strict communion, only followed the example of 
the apostles, who required immersion as the first 
act of homage to Christ's supreme authority; and 
because the churches that were formed under 
their inspection, were composed alone of baptized 
persons." Similarly J. Kinghom, " If persons ask 
for admission into any voluntary society, they 
must submit to its terms. If no terms are required, 
but those prescribed by the founder of the society, 
who in the present case, is allov/ed to be its King 
and Lord, and they will not accede to such terms, 
who excludes them ? Let this question be seriously 
considered." Again, A. Booth asks, "Who has 
the right to be received at the Lord's table? and 
he answers it thus, " Such, and only such, as revere 
the authority of Christ, submit to His ordinances 
and obey the laws of His house." If it be ac- 
knowledged, that he who, convinced of the Divine 
origin of Christianity by the ministry of the apostles, 
had refused to be baptized, would at that period 
have been debarred from the Table; on what 
principle can such persons be received at present ? 
I. Cor. XI. 2. 
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It is a singular contradiction and inconsistency 
of English baptists, of the present day ; that while 
being such sticklers for baptism according to 
Scriptural and apostolic teaching, they are more 
than willing to depart from such teaching and 
plead sentiment in regard to the Table, at the 
same time admitting that their practice, is not 
in accord with that of the first churches. Having 
thus noticed this subject in its connection here; 
when it is met with again, at the time of the alter- 
ation of the practice, I shall merely mention the 
alteration, and pass on. 

From this necessary digression, reverting to 
Whitfield we notice, that he adopted the plan 
wherever he formed a mission station, of building 
a temporary wooden shelter for his hearers, which 
he named a tabernacle. Such an one, was erected 
in Orange St. Portsea, where the Sunday school 
and Alms rooms now are ; and it was the beginning 
of, first the Orange St., and afi:erwards the King 
St. churches. That wooden building and nucleus 
of a church being there, and many Pcedobaptists 
at Meeting-house- Alley ; Mr. Lacy, not afraid of 
another church in the neighbourhood, advised them 
that it would be much better to unite, build a 
meeting-house, and form themselves into a church ; 
and so earnest was he in the project, that he 
personally solicited subscriptions, firom his own 
people and others, towards it. So that, among 
the many children of this " Mother Church," we 
may in a great measure, reckon the church at 
Orange St. (now King St.) as her first-bom, and 
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by no means the least beloved;* as 'Mr. Lacy 
himself said, in reference to it, (and as may have 
been said of several since) " However many are 
built, our's will always be the Mother-church." 
As an instance of the sovereignty of Divine grace, 
the first settled minister of that new church, a 
Mr. Tappen, was himself converted through Whit- 
field's instrumentality; having gone to his preaching, 
with his pocket fiiU of stones to throw at the 
preacher, the Spirit of Grod sent him away with 
his "heart of stonje changed to a heart of flesh." 

One peculiarity of this period of the church was, 
the firequent observance of set days for fasting 
and prayer. These were both periodically and 
specially celebrated, and that with much solemnity. 
An annual fast was regularly kept; also, one at 
times of national trial ; or when events happened 
in the church, that seemed to call for humiliation 
before God. Individuals also, in times of unusual 
distress or declension, seem to have requested 
of the church, a day of fasting and prayer on 
their behalf. At the close of such a day of service, 
a collection was made, and at once distributed 
among the poor. Is. 58. 7. 

The following was the order of Service, on a day 
of fasting and prayer on behalf of the nation, on 
the 6th January, 1740. "The Service was to com- 
mence at 8 a.m. either privately, or in the vestry; 
at 10 a.m. to collect in the meeting-house to sing, 

pray, and Bro. Whitewood to preach till 12. 

^i«^.^— ^— ■«— ^—^■^«^^^^^^^^^^"— ^""^^^^^^^^^^^■™"^^— ^^^^^^^1^^^^^^^^^-^— ^"^—i™— ^^— ^"^^^i"^ 

*I^OTB. Mr. Orange Senr. often preached there, insomuch tluit 
in the minute-book, it is spoken of once and again, as Mr. 
Orange's church. 
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Brethren were then to pray until 2 p.m. when 
Bro. Lacy w^s to preach, pray and dismiss the 
people." At the close 14s. yd. was collected and 
distributed. 

In the year 1765 Antinomianism spread in the 
town through a Mr. Reilly, noted in that day; 
he was particularly patronized by a member of 
this church, who, with two others neglected to fill 
up their places in the meetings. One of them 
saying that the ministers did not preach the gospel 
according to the oracles of God, it was agreed, 
January 1766, "that Mr. Lacy should draw up a 
few leading articles of our faith, for members to 
sign." There is no record of any confession of 
faith having been adopted by the church at its 
commencement, although I cannot but think there 
must have been (but not preserved) as it was 
customary; also from the church being allied to 
that at Gosport as well as the necessity — inasmuch 
as a portion of the members had separated them- 
selves from a church where error had crept in. 

Agreeably, therefore, with the church's request, 
•certain articles were drawn up, and neatly written 
out, at the commencement of the church-book; 
and for some years after, members, on admission, 
signed the "Roll;" thus adopting them as the 
recognized terms of membership. In 1774, it was 
resolved, that these should be printed and given 
ta the members. This continued until recent years, 
a copy being ^ven to each member, on his or her 
reception at the Table; only that in later years, 

* See Appendix C. 
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the words, "Consider myself under obligation," 
were substituted for, "I promise," the newly re- 
ceived being admonished to consider themselves 
as bound by them. 

During Mr. Lacy's pastorate several brethren 
were " called out " by the church to minister ; tof 
these, first, Mr. Daniel Whitewood, brother in law 
to Mr. Lacy, became his assistant from the com- 
mencement of his ministry. He was, by report, 
an eminently pious man. He died after a long 
and tedious sickness in 1765, and- was succeeded in 
the ministry by Mr. Saml. Meadows, said by Mr. 
Shoveller, to have been a useftil and popular man ; 
whom the writer has the honor to reckon as one 
of the earliest of his family in the church. He 
spoke before the church Octr. 12th., 1758. He 
then preached from the pulpit, and was called 
out by the church to minister on Sepr. 27th, 1759, 
on a fast day. Soon after becoming assistant, he 
was called to suffer the affliction of the total loss 
of sight; but he had been a considerable reader, 
with a wonderful memory, and he was so mighty 
in the Scriptures, that he was said to carry a 
concordance in his head. Having these natural 
and acquired abilities, he became a useftil preacher, 
his blindness notwithstanding. He preached the 
fimeral sermon for his predecessor, Mr. Whitewood, 
from Prov. xvill. 10. and as an outline of the 
Sermon may be interesting, it is subjoined. 

t Sea List at end. 
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A STRONS TOWER ; OR, THE SilHT'S REFBGE. 

SERMON 

Occasioned by the DEATH of the 

Rev. Mr. DANIEL WHITEWOOD, 

Of PORTSMOUTH COMMON, 
Who departed this Life the 26th of August 1765. 

Preached on the Common, Portsmouth, 

By SAMUEL MEADOWS, 

And Published at Request. 
M. DCC. LXV. 



Prov. XVIII. 10. The Name of the Lord is a strong 
Tower ; the Righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 



The great design of funeral discourses is, the 
benefit of the Living, and not of the Dead. , . . 
it is common to pitch on a subject that may, under 
Divine assistance, tend either to allure the saint, 
or alarm the sinner, unless some portion of Scrip- 
ture is assigned by the deceased, to whom it has 
been useful ; and such was the passage before us 
to our deceased friend. He found "the Name of 
the Lord to be a strong Tower." Safety ! what 

more interesting to discourse of?. and if j 

in regard to the body, how much more so 
regard to the precious, immortal, and nev^ 
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soul ? But, alas ! how few there are that are 
concerned for this important Part. . . .How many 
are trusting in a false Refuge. They are endeavour- 
ing to make themselves a Refuge of their own 
Fig-leaf performances, which will never stand 
them instead at the Great Day. Then, methinks, 
the great enquiry should be, where shall we fly 
that we may escape impending ruin ? I answer 
The Name of the Lord is a strong Tower, the 
Righteous runneth into it, and is safe. . . .1 shall 
consider the following 

I. The Refuge spoken of in our text. — 

The Name of the Lord is a strong Tower. 

II. Who they are that run there for safety ; and 

They are said to be the Righteous. 

III. The Happiness of such Souls. 

They are Safe. 

Under the first head — I shall consider 
I St. What we are to understand by the name of 

the Lord. 
2nd. Shew in what sense the Name of the Lord 

may be compared to a Tower. 
3rd. Examine into the Strength of this Tower. 

By the Name of the Lord I understand, not the 
name of God the Father alone ; for Gt)d out of 
Christ is a consuming fire. Heh, xil. 29. Not the 
name of the Son alone, because, God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself, &c. 2 Cor. v. 19. 
Nor... the name of the Holy Ghost, for though He 
is the Sanctifier of the Sinner, yet our Sanctification 
is not our Justification in the sight of God ; but 
we are justified freely by His grace &c., Rom. m. 24. 
But, by the name of the Lord, I understand, all 
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the Divine attributes and perfections of Jehovah; 
these are engaged on behalf of His people as a 
strong Tower; His Wisdom, Love, Goodness, 
Mercy, Power, Righteousness &c. Exo. xxxni. 19, 
xxxiv. 6, Jer. xxiii. 6, &c. 

The name of the Lord may be compared to a 
tower, as a place of defence. As such He is often 
spoken of. 2 Sam. xxii. 2. Also because He has 
an armoury for His people, even as armouries were 
in towers. Cant. rv. 4., Ephe. vi. 14 to 17. The 
name of the Lord is not only a tower but a strong 
tower. Ps. XLVin. 12. 13. His Divine perfections 
are an invincible tower, so that hell shall not 
prevail against the souls of His people. Their 
place of defence shall be the munition of Rocks; 
Bread shall be given them, their waters shall be 
sure. So, the Saints' Tower is a munition of Rocks. 
It is fortified by the Divine nature in union with 
the human. The Bread of Life is in this Tower, 
so that His Saints can never be starved out ; neither 
-can the waters of salvation be cut off. These rivers 
of water flow firom the Heart of Jehovah, from the 
fountain the Lord Jesus Christ, and come down 
through golden pipes and channels, even the Word 
and Ordinances. 

Under the 2nd heading is noticed, 
I St. Who the righteous are, viz., as they stand 
righteous in the sight of God; they are such a3 
unto whom the Father, by an act of Grace, imputes 
-the Righteousness of His Son Jesus Christ, this 
is their justifying righteousness in which they 
stand before the Lord; and although many mili- 
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tate against this doctrine the apostle Paul insists 
upon it. Rom. IV. 6. 7. 8. He also says, He was 
made sin for us, &c., 2 Cor. v. 21., and David in 
Ps. Lxxxix. 15. 16. and the prophet Isaiah in chap, 
XLV. 24. 25. saith, Surely shall one say, in the 
Lord have I Righteousness and Strength, &c. 

The righteous man has not only a righteousness 
imputed, which is an act of God the Father, but 
also, a righteousness imparted, which is the Grace 
of God conveyed to the heart of a poor sinner by the 
Lord the Spirit ; by which, He works upon the soul, 
and raises it up to Faith, Love, and every other 
grace. The righteous man hath a moral righteous-, 
ness. For, the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
• • • .teacheth us that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world. 

The righteous man also runneth. He is not 
slothful. We are not to settle on our Lees, because 
we have a justifying righteousness in the sight 
of God. The apostle Paul urges to vigilance, 
advance, pressing forward; and the Saint has 
need of it, for let me tell you, the Devil your enemy 
can walk as fast as you can run; as Peter and 
many of the Saints of old, foimd to their sorrow ; 
therefore Peter's exhortation, i Pet. v. 8. 

But the righteous not only runneth, he runneth 
into it. This, I take, to be understood of Faith* 
We are told, " That they who believe, do enter into 
rest. When a Soul is pressing towards this strong 
Tower, he then, in proportion to his faith, enters 
into it. You that are believers in Christ, can find 
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more rest now, than when you were afar off. 

Thirdly, To show the happiness of those that 
fly for refuge to the Name of the Lord : It is said 
concerning them, that they are safe. And they are 
safe from, first, The fiery darts of the devil. I do 
not say totally, for the devil will cast his darts 
after them, the more they go to Christ; but the 
nearer the Soul gets and keeps to Christ, the farther 
he is from the devil's darts. They are also safe 
from the wrath of God. There is no condemnation 
to them who are in Christ Jesus. And they are 
safe from eternal destruction. 

Eternity shall ne'er let fly 

An arrow in the face of them, that unto Jesus fly. 

2nd. They are not only safe, but there is a certainty 
of their safety. The Apostle shows the safety of 
those who are the heirs of promise, Heb. vi. 17. 18. 
There is here an allusion to the city of reftige. , . . 
The Lord Jesus hath removed the Moral Law out 
of the way, as to its penalty, though not as to its 
precept, in that He hath ftilfiUed it. Also the 
Ceremonial Law, in that He hath nailed it to 
His cross. Col. li. 14. And we have the way •marks 
in the Scriptures of truth ; on which, in legible 
characters are wrote, Grace! Grace! and the doers 
of Mercy are open continually, so that any pcH>r 
soul may enter in and there find safety. Their 
safety farther appears from the many g^reat and 
precious Promises which stand upon record, holding 
forth the safety of those who fly to the Lord for 
refuge. Jno. VI. 37. 
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Now, if I am enabled to come to Christ, I am 
drawn of the Father ; and if drawn of the Father, it 
is in consequence of being loved with an everlasting 

love. Jer, xxxi. 3 Once more, the desire of 

the soul after Christ, is Christ in the desire. This is 
not a plant that grows in nature's garden, it is 
something which is above nature. Jno, III. 6. so 
we may safely conclude ; that where a discovery of 
sin is made in the soul, and desires are wrought in 
the soul to come to the Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
that soul is enlightened and bom of God; and 
a work begun that shall be performed to the day 
of Jesus Christ. 

Consider, thirdly, the time when we stand in need 
of this Tower. It is, when under trials and diffi- 
culties, distresses and perplexities. Again, it is 
needed when Satan rages and the believer is tempted 
almost to doubt his interest in Christ. And lastly, 
at the time when about to put off the tabernacle 
of flesh, and to bid adieu to all below, how welcome 
will such a Reftige be ; and this was the happiness 
our deceased brother enjoyed. 

The self righteous and the sinner are then 
exhorted " to cease their own efforts, and to fly to 
Christ the Refuge, ere we have to weep tears of 
blood over their everlasting destruction." 



The above will suffer no loss by comparison with 
modem preaching — ^though only heads and disjoint* 
ed sentences are here given. 
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Mr. Meadows then says of Mr. Whitewood, that 
it was well known, that he walked in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of God blamelessly, 
human frailties excepted — that the doctrines he 
preached were free Justification, by the imputed 
righteousness of Christ. Sanctification by the 
Spirit of God ; and a conduct to show our gratitude 
to the Lord in obedience to Him our Great Kling. 
That as a father he was indulgent, but would not 
countenance his children in sin — ^That as a Master, 
he engaged his servants to attend the worship of 
God in Public ; and in the family to reading God's 
word, and praying with them. He never expressed 
any distrust during" his whole sickness, but was 
often speaking of his dear Lord Jesus; desiring 
to be delivered to be with Him. 

About this time, viz., in the year 1771, a Mr. 
Topping, by repute a very extraordinary man, but 
of whom I can find no other record, was preaching 
at Portsmouth Common, and the report of his 
preaching power reached Gosport; where,^ at that 
time was residing, that (afterwards and still) 
esteemed preacher and "^^Titer, S. Eyles Pierce. 
At that time a young man, Mr. Pierce had, for 
some years, been subject to a work of the Holy- 
Spirit ; but had not been able to realize the fiill 
light and liberty of an adopted child of God. 
Hearing of the preaching of this Mr. Topping, he 
determined to hear him, which he accordingly did 
firom the text. Is. 43. 19., Behold I create a new 
thing, &c. He remarked, that ever3rthing visible 
and invisible, falls far short of this wonderfiil work, 
the creating the soul anew in Christ Jesus, a work 
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wrought in the soul by the Spirit of God, in regene- 
ration. Finding much profit from the teaching, 
he heard the same preacher again, firom the text 
'* Who hath delivered us firom the power of darkness, 
&c." Col, I. 13, fi"om which he again received much 
benefit, and help in realizing his calling of God. 
How far, through Mr. Pierce, under God's blessing, 
has the influence of these two sermons spread in 
giving life and liberty to many ? Mr. Meadows 
died Feb. 6, 1780, and his wife a non-member, 
during the same month. 

During Mr. Lacy's pastorate, which was a very 
extended one, of nearly fifty years, the church had 
increased to 150 members. One of these, John 
Williams, is mentioned as an excellent man, and 
so usefiil to enquirers, that his house was called 
''Pilgrim's Lodge." There were also about 20a 
hearers. 

Among other literary works of Mr. Lacy's, he 
wrote a paper on the office and duty of deacons ; 
now lost. But among his deacons was one (who 
was also a trustee) who deserves honourable 
remembrance. John Norton, a venerable man, a 
shoemaker, on a day, while sitting at his work with 
his knife in his hand, was accosted by a fellow 
trustee in reference to a small endowment of three 
Pounds a year belonging to the church ; this other 
trustee proposed to Mr. Norton, that as it was 
so small and would not much benefit the church, 
ihey may as well divide it between them; Mr. 
Norton putting the knife across his wrist said, ^' I 
will cut my hand o£F first." 
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The path of the just is as the sun, shining brighter 
and brighter; while thus it was with this church, 
its aged pastor was ripening for glory. His decease 
was consequent upon an accident which befell 
him while passing through the street. He entered 
into his rest and reward April 3rd, 1781. His 
remains were interred in the adjoining grround, 
and a funeral sermon was preached for him, by 
the Rev. Samuel Rowles, of Rotherhithe, afterwards- 
of Colnbrook; entitled, 

"The Christian soldier waiting' for his crown." 

From the verse. Job. xrv. 14. 
All the days of my appointed time will I wait, 

till my change come. 

The preacher enlarged upon the words " appoint- 
ed time" in accordance with the original idea of 
the words, as a warfare ; the conduct and termination 
of which, is ordered and appointed by a superior. 
Thus a Christian minister's course, and the time 
when that ministry shall cease are alike appointed 
by the Lord, his Master ; so that, when he i^ ordered 
home, he would rather go than stay ; but with an 
eye looking beyond the immediate glories of heaven 
to the resurrection morning, when the Sun of 
Righteousness, with His welcome beams, shall visit 
his long benighted tomb and call forth his redeemed 
body to be everlastingly glorified. 

In referring to the character of Mr. Lacy^ and the 
well known testimony he had borne to the truth, 
by a holy and consistent life, Mr. Rowles referred 
to an incident within his knowledge. Two infidel 
gentlemen, with whom Mr. Lacy was acquainted,- 
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were conversing together concerning the testimony 
to the Truth of Christianity borne by the holy and 
consistent life of a christian. One gentleman in- 
stancing Mr. Lacy and another, in evidence ; the 
other replied, " I will not say anything for one you 
name, but, if there be any such thing as Super- 
natural assistance, I do not know a more likely 
.than John Lacy to be possessed of it, though I 
cannot allow him to be an evidence in this case; 
for he is so good by nature, that had he been bom 
among the Hottentots, he could not have been a less 
worthy man than he is now." 

Mr. Rowles then gave some valuable advice to 
the church ; and reminded them, that though mourn- 
ing their loss, they were not so forlorn as many; 
having two valuable brethren of their own, to speak 
to them in the name of the Lord. 

The following retrospect, of this portion of the 
-early history of this church, is from the pen of the 
Rev. John Shoveller ; one, as well adapted as any to 
form a correct judgment thereof. He writes, " In 
the history of the commencement and progress of 
this church, we sympathize with our early brethren. 
In their very sedulous concern for the glory of Grod« 
and the building up of His church, our admiration 
and gratitude are excited. On a view of their 
accumulated sorrows amidst their labour, we shed a 
tear — ^we rejoice also in their prosperity ; and bless 
God, that although the bush burned with fire, yet it 
has not been consumed. They laboured hard, and 
we are entered into their labours. 
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« 



The eyes of this people, from generation to gene- 
ration, have been permitted to behold tlieir teachers; 
&ithful men — men of God, who have been raised 
up from among themselves ; who have not shunned 
to declare the whole counsel of God: and whose 
lives have formed a practical comment of the 
important truths on which they insisted. The 
mental as well as spiritual endowments of these 
g'ood men exceeded mediocrity — Without the means 
of acquiring much information respecting Mr. 
Whitewood, the writer (Mr. Shoveller) has heard 
from the lips of those who were well acquainted 
with him, that he was an eminently pious man. 
Also, the usefulness and popularity of Mr. Meadows, 
who, although he had been blind for many years, 
published some ingienious sermons, at the request of 
wise and pious friends. 

" The mental culture of these good men and their 
immediate successors was in pace with the state 
of society ; a liberal education was formerly very 
rare ; and its necessity, in a minister of the gospel, 
by but few acknowledged : and where possessed, it 
was, by no means duly appreciated. In fact, the 
slender education that was then abroad, made it 
hardly perhaps, generally requisite. Among the 
records, we perceive a strong adherence to ancient 
usages. Scarcely anything could exist in religion, 
either individually or socially, without the sanction 
of a covenant. Consequently, as soon as a question 
of doctrine arose, a church-covenant was adopted, 
which the members on admission were required to 
subscribe, as a term of communion ; and although 
members are not still required to do so, yet each 



56 Early BapHst History of Portsmouth 

is possessed of it, as a suitable remembrancer of 
christian duty and mutual obligation binding on all 
the members of this church of Jesus Christ. 

" In the ancient manner of conducting the spiritual 
concerns of this church, there were three distinct 
branches of discipline observed. The first was 
suspension ; or a prohibition firom sitting down 
at the Lord's Table, until an investigation of cha- 
racter had taken place, when it had been impeached. 

"The second was, withdrawing from the person 
accused, when the charge was confirmed ; and also, 
firom members on the first charge of immorality, 
when the offence was well authenticated. This 
mode of discipline was founded on 2nd Thes. m. 6. 
Messengers were appointed to visit and admonish 
the persons thus withdrawn firom, sometimes for 
many months successively, reporting to the church, 
at their regular monthly meetings, the result of their 
visits. This mode of looking afl;er, and endeavour- 
ing for the restoration of, wandering sheep, was 
sometimes rewarded by a happy recovery to all the 
privileges of Zion. In case of incorrigibility, the 
third branch of discipline was resorted to, namely, 
^* exclusion;" or as it used to be termed, "cutting 
off." Cases of notorious immorality were dealt with 
under this head. The term " cutting off," seems to 
have been borrowed firom Gal. 5. 12. The present 
discipline of the church does not substantially differ 
firom its former mode. The act of withdrawing fi-om 
members is, to all intents and purposes, exclusion 
for the time being ; restoration of persons withdrawn 
firom, was in effect the same as restoration to the 
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church of an excluded member ; only with this dif- 
ference,* that in their wandering from the fold of 
Grod, in former times they were not entirely lost 
sight of; neither is it necessary or rtght^ under the 
present order of discipline, to abandon for ever 
excluded members, but' rather to labour for their 
restoration ; remembering, " That he who converteth 
a sinner from the error of his ways, saveth a soul 
from death, and hideth a multitude of sins." Such 
is Mr. Shoveller's retrospect almost to his own time. 

Reference has been made to some who were called 
out to the ministry ; but the names of two honoured 
brethren, have been reserved, to be brought promi- 
nently forward together ; because through them the 
pastorate was continued. These were brethren. 
Horsey and D. Miall. On February 14, 1774, they 
were called on by the church to speak alternately 
from the Table-pew, at the Monday evening lecture ; 
and on September 2nd of the same year, were 
appointed by the church to minister, with their 
sanction, wherever God in His providence should 
call theni. On September 21st a day of fasting, 
humiliation and prayer was observed; to seek to 
God, particularly, for a blessing on His two young 
servants, who had been separated to the work of the 
christian ministry. We shall seethat those prayers 
were abundantly answered. On this occasion, Mr. 
Horsey preached from ist Thess, 5. 25. Brethren 

* Note. And a very important one it is. Nothing can be more 
opposed to the spirit of Christ and His Gospel, than for the 
chnrch to turn such ones adrift, caring nothing for their after 
career, or ultimate destiny. Yet, this, the churches of the 
present day are guilty of* notwithstanding the injunctioo is 
OaX. 6. I. 
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pray for us; and Mr. Miall, after intermediate 
prayer, from 2nd Cor. 4. 7. We have this treasure 
in earthen vessels, &c. 

At the church meeting held on March 2, 1781, Mr. 
Miall informed the church, that he feared they would 
soon have to look out for a pastor, through Mr. 
Lacy's failing health. It was agreed to ascertain 
Bro. Horsey's sentiments in reference to the pastor- 
ate. He replied, " He was quite willing to serve 
the church, but that they should look abroad for 
a pastor." Afterwards on May 30th he wrote the 
church, " That as there were some that were desirous 
of his assuming the pastoral office, while others 
would prefer having a stranger, he had come to this 
determination, for the peace of the church which 
lay very near his heart; and that there might be 
no division ( the idea of which he could not bear) 
he wished a stranger might be sent for. In the 
mean time, he gave his love to the church, assuring 
them he would do his utmost to serve them the 
while; and at all other times when his assistance 
may be • needed ; for he trusts that the gloty of God 
is his prevailing motive. He is willing that the 
church should try one, two, three or more. That 
if one should be approved, it would be his study to 
make his life comfortable ; and that if after all, no 
minister should be found in whom the church could 
tmite, he should not object to be their servant in 
the Lord." 

It is remarked, "that it appeared that love and 
affection had guided him all through." Mr. Rowles 
was invited, but he answered, "They had two 



Early BapHst History of Portsmouth 59 

among themselves, and had no need to look abroad." 
This, unhappily, laid the foundation for much con- 
tention; and this seems to us remarkable, as he 
(Mr. Horsey) was called to the ministry with only 
two dissentients ; whereas Mr. Miall was afterwards 
chosen pastor, unanimously, although ten had 
dissented from his call to the ministry. Upon this, 
the church wrote to the board of ministers in London, 
to send them one as a candidate ; but they replied, 
" That they knew of none so fit as Brother Horsey, 
whom they strongly recommend as appointed by 
Providence." Upon such marked tokens of the 
Lord's will, Mr. Miall, on December i6th proposed 
Mr. Horsey to the pastorate ; and on the 23rd he 
was elected by a large majority. January i8th 
1782 was appointed as a day of fasting and prayer; 
and it was arranged that his ordination should 
take place at the time of the meeting of the Western 
Association, when ministers would be near. 

Mr. Horsey was a native of Crewkeme, in Somer- 
setshire ; his father (who was a man of exemplary 
piety) and mother, both died while he was very 
young; and it was, through his being afterwards 
apprenticed at Gosport, that he became a member of 
this church. He owed his final decision for Christ, 
instrumentally, to reflection caused by the upsetting 
of a boat, in which he was crossing the harbour, 
when others were drowned and he rescued, " as a 
brand plucked from the burning," and preserved 
1^Ito the day of his effectual calling. As a memb^ 
of the church he was much esteemed, but on being 
called to minister, he was so overwhelmed with ^ 
qense of his insufficiency for the work, that after 
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speaking once, he determined to abandon all further 
effort. He was, however, prevailed on to persevere; 
and ministered, not only at Portsea, but also, in 
conjunction with Mr. Miall, both at Havant and 
Porchester; sustained (says Mr, J. S.) by the public 
and family prayers of the pastor. He also preached 
often both at Bristol and at the Adelphi, in London ; 
the latter church wishing him to settle among them. 
He referred the matter to this church, but they 
felt, that as their pastor's health was failing, and 
none so fit as Mr. Horsey to succeed him, he ought 
not to leave. He therefore returned for answer, 
"At Portsea I mean to live, and there I hope to 
die." 

The opposition to his. election to the pastorate^ 
on the part of the minority was violent. A deacon 
who was one of them said, <' If you undertake the 
pastorate, we will build such a meeting-house, and 
g^t such a pastor, that you shall have nothing but 
pews to preach to." The thought of a separation 
was a deep grief to Mr. Horsey, as it was a 
proceeding he had always strongly deprecated. 
However, sixteen members left on his election, and 
built the meeting-house in White's Row. The 
number was afterwards increased to twenty, and 
by a second dismission on April 14th, 1782 to 
Twenty-eight. 

The retiring members (on their part) put it on 
record, " That they could not edify under the min- 
istration of the gospel by Mr. Horsey, and this 
we thought sufficient to justify our procedure." No 
minister, however, succeeded in drawing off the 
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congfregation from the old spot ; and it was noticed, 
that no minister died among the people. In fact, 
the record of the church is little else than a record 
of the reception and dismission both of pastors and 
members. On the retired members forming them- 
selves into a distinct body, a statement of their faith 
was drawn up,* and entered in the church book; 
and it was agreed to send for Mr. H. Dawson, of 
London, he being recommended to them by the 
Rev. John Ryland, of Northampton, He accepted 
the call, and obtained the use of the pulpit at Orange 
St.t till a meeting-house could be built ; (and for 
the use of which a letter of thanks was sent to Mr. 
Orange) and when built, his ordination was com- 
bined with the opening services. These took place 
on October 30, 1782 Mr. Ryland Senr. giving the 
charge. 

Mr. Dawson's stay, however, was very short. He 
refused to administer the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper to members, regular or occasional, although 
they were immersed believers, unless they also 
received imposition of hands ; which some refused. 
Thereupon, to allay the strife, the church gave him 
notice to leave them. The next pastor was Peter 
Edwards. His ordination took place April 1785. 

* See Appendix D. . 

^ Note. The formal act of incorporation took place at Orans;^ 
St. meetihg.house, April 25, 1782. The newly-formed bday 
sent a request to the church at Meeting-house- Alley, that th^ 
would recognize them as the second baptist church at Ports- 
mouth Common j and also assist them in buildin|r a meeting- 
house. Both requests were refused on account of the manoes 
in which they had separated, and for building another meet, 
ing-house so close to the first. A. friendly- feelin^V and 
interchange of pulpits was, neyerthelessi.soon brought sibout..' 
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Soon after coming- to them, he returned to the- 
Poedobaptists, among whom he originated, and 
wrote abusively against the baptists. He was 
answered by Jenkins and also by J. Kinghom, but 
very briefly by the latter as he said, " there was very 
little in Edwards worth answering." 



The next minister was Wm. Stone, an officer in 
the Dockyard. He was ordained in September 1799, 
Brethren Horsey, Saffi-ey and others taking part 
in the service. Being ordered to another part of the 
Kingdom he had to leave the church in Septemr. 
1 80 1. The Rev. J. Douglas, a student, was then 
invited, and ordained in July 1802. Dr. Rippon of 
London and Dr. Bogue of Gosport taking part in 
the services. Then followed John Penny, an emi- 
nently pious and devoted man, and a sound divine ; 
under his ministry, the church was edified, and 
many were added to it. Through the infirmities 
of age he was compelled to resign, and was suc- 
ceeded by Wm. Hawkins, a pupil of J. Kinghom, 
who gave the charge at his ordination, in June i8i6. 
His ministry was highly approved, but after five 
years he removed to Weymouth, and was followed 
by C. Mileham. At his departure (through affliction) 
the Rev. T. Morris was recommended to the church, 
and was ordained in July 1827, Dr. Draper, of 
Southampton, Dr. Steadman, C. E. Birt and others 
assisting. His pastorate was the longest of any, 
continuing until 1852, when he removed to Whit- 
church. In 1839 the number of members was 130, 
the last pastor was Mr. Williams, who removed the 
church to St. Paul's Square, Southsea. He shortly 
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.after, took cold after bathing, and died; and after 
his death the church became extinct. 

The building in White's Row has, eventually be- 
come an appanage of the Kent St. Chapel, and is 
used for the Sunday School. 

We return to Meeting-house Alley church, Mr. 
Horsey having accepted the pastorate, was ordained 
on May 15, 1782. Mr. Dunscomb, of Coat, in 
Oxfordshire, spoke on the nature of a gospel church, 
and the propriety of dissent from an establishment. 
He then called on the church to give their reasons 
for choosing Bro. Horsey to be their pastor ; when 
Bro. Waldron, as senior deacon, declared on behalf 
of the church the leadings of Divine Providence in 
the affair. Mr. Horsey then declared his reasons 
for accepting the call, and gave " a very clear and 
satisfactory confession of faith." The Rev. Caleb 
Evans, of Bristol, gave the charge from Heb. 13. 17. 
Mr. Clarke, of Unicom Yard church, London, 
preached from i Thess. 5. 12. and others took part in 
the service. 

During this service, a very solemn providence 
occurred. One Mr. Collins, a constant worshipper, 
while sitting in the gallery was seized with apoplexy, 
just at the time that Mr. Clarke was addressing the 
church ; and died before he could be removed. 

In 1787, the church agreed to join the Association, 

at that time called " The Western Association;" and 

comprising the Baptist churches as far as Bristol 

and Cornwall, which existed until about 1823 or 4 

.and then divided into three or four separate associ- 



^ 
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ations, of which the Southern is one. There appears 
to have been, even before 1806,* a Southern 
Association, but of ministers only, for prayer and 
tonferance, which the pastors of Portsea attended. 
The Western had been in existence from before 1691 ; 
and had united with other Associations in the 
Kingdom, in holding a general annual meeting in 
London^t till the year 1692 when it was thought it 
would be more convenient to divide, and in future to 
hold one in London and one in Bristol ; '' that at 
Bristol to be held annually at the time called Easter, 
and that at London, at the time called Witsontide,** 
also, ^' desiring that all churches will send messen-^ 
gers to one or the other, once a year." 

On uniting with the "Western," the church at 
M. H. Alley invited the association to hold the next 
year's meetings at Portsea ; which they accordingly 
did, meeting on the 14th and 15th of June 1788. 
The following is an outline of the proceedings. 
On Wednesday 14th after prayer, &c. Bro. Day of 
Wellington was chosen Moderator, the letters from 
the churches were read and Bro. Rippon Senr. of 
Uppottery closed with prayer. At the evening 
meeting Revd. Caleb Evans, of Bristol, preached 
from Ps. 8. 4. Thursday Morning the 15th met at 
six for prayer. Met again at ten. After prayer, &c. 
ICn Day preached from Phill. 2. 16. The General 
letter was then read, and the meeting closed. 

* NOTB, Resolution of July 1806. That the pastor unite with the 

" Southern Association " of Ministers. 
t Note. The first ^neral assembly of representatives of Baptist 

churches held in London was in 1689, when upwards of 100 

congregations were represented. 
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Afternoon. Met at three ; after prayer &c. Bro. 
Thomas, of Prescott, preached from 2 Tim 4, 8. The 
ministers and messengers continued together till six 
for the business of the Association. 



Evening meeting. After prayer, &c., Mr. Rippon, 
of London, preached from Rev. 6, 17, and the meetings 
were closed with prayer. The statistics of this 
dburch for the year were arranged, but not filled in ; 
but about five years previous at the commencement 
of Mr. Horsey's pastorate, the church numbered 147 
members. For the associated churches, the gains 
were 219 losses 95. Clear increase for the year i24« 
Collected for the Association ftmd, five guineas. It 
is added, " We are happy to say, that we had very 
happy and peaceftil meetings ; and have reason to 
hope that in the various services we attended, God 
was with us of a truth." Such was the retrospect of 
the first association meetings, held in this town* 

In connection with the Western Association, should 
be noted, the sympathy shown with the Anti-Slavery 
movement; as it voted between 1787 and 1790 three 
donations of five guineas each towards its ftmds ; 
and the following letter sent by Granville Sharpe 
Esq as Chairman, to Mr. Horsey as Moderator of the 
ALSsociation, held in Shortwood, Gloucester, shews 
the estimation in which that sympathy was held. 



• Note. The meetings were held in Portsea again in iSi i and agaio 
in 1820 when a village preaching association was formed. 
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Leadenhall St., London, 

July II, 1789. 
Revd. Sir, 

Having communicated the resolution of the 
Baptist Association at Horsley, to the committee of 
the society for eflfecting the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, I received their directions to request that you 
will be pleased to acquaint that Association, that 
their approbation of the endeavours of this committee 
and their so hearty concurrence with us, in the 
purposes of our institution, afford very great satisfac- 
tion to the committee, and encouragement to their 
steady perseverance ; and they also desire me to 
acknowledge the receipt of the second subscription 
from the Association of Five Guineas, which has 
been received by the Treasurer of this Committee. 

I am, with great respect 
To, Your most obedient servant, 

Rev. J. Horsey Granville Sharp, 

Portsea. Chairman. 

About five years after Mr. Horsey became pastor, 
he was attacked by a violent illness, which seemed 
to threaten his life. The church, in gfreat alarm, 
immediately held meetings for prayer, which were 
characterized by unwonted earnestness ; his recovery 
was almost immediate ; and he was given back to 
his people, and received by them, c^ a direct answer 
to their prayers. 

Mr. Horsey had a particular attachment to, and 
friendship for a Mr. Phillips, pastor at Salisbuiy, 
who so far reciprocated the feeling, that he onoe 
announced to his people, ''That on the following 
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Thursday evening, the best preacher in England 
would preach to them," meaning Mr. Horsey ; but 
he, being ignorant of the appointment, failed to 
appear before the large congfregation who had met 
to hear him, and Mr. P. was compelled to ascend the 
pulpit, and face the difficulty. Mr. Horsey arrived, 
however, during the service, and was at once called 
on to preach. He afterwards preached Mr. Phillips's 
funeral sermon there, and his son-in-law, Mr. SafFery, 
who had been called to the ministry by the church 
at M. H. Alley succeeded in the pastorate at 
Salisbury. 

About this time one Mr. Langford, from Eagle 
St. London, founded a small baptist church or 
preaching station, at the New buildings, Marlborough 
Row, a neighbourhood taken into the Dockyard over 
forty years ago. No records of it remain. 

In January 1798, the Rev. Saml. Pearce (styled 
the seraphic Pearce) missionary to India, visited 
Portsea, and preached three times at M. H. Alley. 
He was entertained by Mr. Shoveller, and while 
there, mentioned, in writing to his wife, that Mr. and 
Mrs. S. had experienced the heavy trial of following 
to the grave seven of their children. 

In November, 1801, Mr. Horsey was laid aside 
by paralysis, and his recovery appearing very 
doubtftil, meetings for prayer were again called 
lay the church; when crowds assembled to 
supplicate the Throne of Grace, with strong cries 
for his recovery. It was felt, however, both by the 
<ihurch and by Mr. Horsey, that present help and 
succession in the pastorate, must be provided ; it 
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was therefore, at his own desire, that on Deer. 3rd 
1 80 1, it was proposed, ''That in consequence of the 
serious illness of Mr. Horsey, Mr. Miall be elected 
to the office of Co-pastor ; in order that we may not 
be under the disadvantage of being without the 
administration of the ordinances among us." This 
was carried without a dissentient voice, and on 
account of the marked unanimity, it was proposed 
to sing a hymn on brotherly love before separating. 

Mr. Horsey was sufficiently recovered by the first 
Lord's day of the ensuing March, to minister at the 
Lord's table; and in the most affectionate manner 
addressed the church thus, My dear friends^ " Good 
Mr. Francis,* when he was visited by his deacons 
on his death-bed, said to them, '' Cling to the cross 
of Christ ; whatever you do, cling to the Cross.'*— 
So I say to you, cling to the Cross ; here you will 
find a sovereign antidote to guilt, and strong conso- 
lation in every circumstance of distress. I shall not 

be long with you very soon will my heavenly 

Father say to me, " Come up hither." — ^But be sure 
that you love one another, for love is the fiilfiUing of 
the law. God is love ; and he that dwelleth in love» 
dwelleth in God, and God in him ." He faltered and 
sat down and Mr. Miall proceeded with the service. 

On May 16, 1802 he preached his anniversary 
sermon to the church, before proceeding by easy 
stages to the meeting of the Western Association at 
Bristol, and to visit for the last time, fiiends dear to 
him. His address was firom Paul's exhortation to 

* Pkstor of the k>aptized church at HorsleyJGlos'ter ; He preached 
22 sermons at M. H. Alley. 
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the Philippians, ** Therefore, my brethren, dearly 
beloved, and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand 
£ast in the Lord, my dearly beloved." 

He remarked — ^the affection of the apostle was 
manifested by the appellations he uses. Although 
an apostle he calls them, Brethren, possessing one 
common interest. "Dearly beloved &c." This 
experience is in perfect unison with our Lord's 
declaration of the uniting bonds of grace, being 
stronger than those of nature. The society of the 
saints was the highest entertainment he could be 
indulged with, next to communion with God. He 
longed for their prosperity, that they may be fruitftd 
christians ; and he longed, likewise, for their ever- 
lasting felicity. "My Joy." The apostle could 
rejoice over them, as those who were themselves 
partakers of real joy. In them^ as many of them 
were, probably, such as he had been made useful to 
in turning them from the power of Satan to God. 
For themy from the greatness of their privileges ; the 
safety of their state; their expectation of future 
glory. "My Crown." When he considered that 
they should reign together in heaven, he reflected on 
the relation he stood in to them as their minister, as 
truly honourable ; he considered nothing as his joy 
or crown of rejoicing, comparable with the saints, 
among whom he had laboifred, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus at His coming. " Stand Fast." He 
saw that exhortation was as necessary a part of a 
minister's duty, as the most encouraging considera- 
tions. Stand fast, by the Lord, that He may keep 
and direct you; here alone you can find real safety ^ 
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keep close to Him in all His appointed means. 
Stand fast in the doctrines of the Lord^ the doctrines 
which are according to godliness. Buy the truth 
and sell it not. These are the foundation of all your 
hope, and all your joy. Receive not those errors 
which are glossed over by designing men ; but stand 
fast in the faithful word as ye have been taught. 
Stand fast, in the experience of the word of God^ con- 
stantly reflecting on that sovereign, distinguishing, 
unmerited g^ace, which he has manifested towards 
you, in calling, preserving, and keeping you till this 
day; and remember that this experience will be 
productive ot good fruits. So stand fast, as that by 
your holy conversation, you may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men. So stand fast, that you 
may encourage others to persevere. So stand fast, 
that you may enjoy the comfort necessarily con- 
nected with such a conduct. So stand fast, that you 
may hold out and on unto the end ; that you may 
look with confidence beyond the g^ave, and look 
into heaven with holy transport, expecting that ere 
long you will be called to sit down with Jesus on His 
throne ; but remember what He said to His disciples, 
" without Me, ye can do nothing." 

Whatever the Lord may see fit to do with me, my 
earnest desire is, that you may stand fast in the 
Lord. Amen and Amen. 



•:o:- 



On his return home, the last effort of disease laid 
his tabernacle low in the dust, but did not shake his 
confidence ; rather, if possible, fixed it more firmly 
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than ever, on the Rock, Christ Jesus ; and with like 
happy confidence he sunk sweetly to sleep on 
September 4, 1802, in the 65th year of his age. The 
last words he was heard to say, before speech failed 
him, were, "dear Jesus, — sweet Jesus, — ^precious 
Jesus." He was buried in the meeting-house, Mr. 
Grrifiin, of Orange Street,, delivering the oration at 
the grave. Mr. Miall preached his funeral sermon 
from a text Mr. Horsey had himself selected ; but 
was obliged to considerably curtail it, owing to the 
crowded state of the meeting-house; and the 
numbers who thronged outside, unable to obtain 
admission. Mr. Miall said of him, " Twenty eight 
years I have been in connection with him as a 
minister, and in all that time scarcely an angry 
word; and rarely did the sun go down upon his 
wrath. Aa a minister, his particular talent lay in 
building up the saints ; but not without many seals 
to his ministry. The doctrines he preached, he 
practised; and was an ornament to them by his 
upright walk." Mr. Shoveller writing of him, says, 
" Mr. Horsey's character still lives in the recollection 
of many, and in the praise of the churches ; for the 
urbanity of his disposition, for his skill in the word 
of righteousness, and for the faithful discharge of his 
ministerial duties both at home and abroad ; for he 
was well known and greatly esteemed, both in the 
Metropolis and the Western parts of the Kingdom. 

Weep then awhile, for Jesus dropped a tear, 

A pitying tear, upon the lifeless clod : 
Then look by faith, to yon irradiant sphere. 

Where HORSEY shines, before the Throne of God.* 



* From an elegy by Mrs. Saffery. 
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The following statement of the condition of the 
church towards the close of Mr. Horsey's ministry, 
was published in Dr. Rippon's Register for the year 

1798. 

It says, " This church has great reason to bless 
God for peace, and abundance of the means of g^race ; 
and that their pastor (Mr. Horsey) and minister 
(Mr. Miall) do not labour in vain. The last year 
they baptized 22^ received by letter 4, lost by death 
5, dismissed 3, and excluded 2. The preaching of 
the word, and the prayer meetings have been well 
attended; so that, in compliance with the cry, 
" Give room, the place is too strait for us," they have 
enlarged their meeting-house,* and have built a 
commodious vestry ; and such has been the liberality 
of the friends as to prevent, in this case, application 
to other churches for pecuniary assistance. Mr. 
Miall has had the warmest invitations from both the 
church and congregation at Northampton to settle 
among them ; but he remains colleague with his 
worthy Bro. Horsey, in an affectionate union, which 
multitudes desire may never be dissolved, but by the 
hand of death." 

An ode on his death will also be foimd in 
Rippon's. 

The following are a few notes of the funeral sermon, 
from Heh. 13, 8. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. 



* Note. By a unanimous vote*of the church, as many wishing to 
attend could not be accommodated. 
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** Our late pastor and dear brother, was enabled by 
the Lord the Spirit to make the above words the 
foundation of his hope as a christian, and the matter 
of his preaching as a minister, and therefore the 
most suitable for his funeral discourse. They contain, 

I. The dignity of the Saviour. 

II. Great consolation to all distressed and sensible 
sinners : — and 

III. Everlasting security to all the redeemed. 

" The text appears fully to include, the complete 
character of Christ as God and man, in one person. 
Consider, in the dignity of the Saviour, His Eternity, 
Personality and Divinity. His eternity, note from 
many passages of scripture. (Quoted). In His 
personality as God, He has an omnipotent arm, 
whereby He is able to subdue all things Unto 
Himself. Also as conspicuous is His omniscience ; 
likewise His omnipresence. "Lo I am with you 
always." Thus the believer is always under the 
watchful eye of his Lord. Yet all these would be 
sullied, if we did not connect with them His 
immutability, Heb. i, 10 /b 12. As these prove His 
divinity, there can be no doubt of His being the 
proper object of worship and adoration. " Let all 
the angels of God worship him." If he were only 
a created being. He could not be the object of the 
believer's faith in baptism, and considered as equal 
with the Father and Spirit in that ordinance. 
Observe, that to compose the great character of a 
Mediator, the Lord Jesus became man. Had He 
been God only, He could not have obeyed or suffered ; 
and if mere man. His obedience and sufferings coUld 
be of no avail for the redemption of His people ; for 
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as man alone, He was bound to fulfill the law, and 
of course no merit could arise from His righteousness 
to others ; which would make the important doctrine 
of Imputation, taught by the apostle inconclusive, 
that " Christ was made sin for us, who knew no sin ; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him." Never did victims bleed, nor incense bum, 
without the design of leading the worshippers to the 
incarnate Saviour. 

" In the office capacity of the Son of Grod, His 
sacrifice was. Voluntary, Unparalleled, Efficacious, 
and Eternal. Voluntary, — as though He should say, 
'* I feel extreme pain with the hidings of Thy face 
and Thy wrath poured out on my soul ; yet I am 
willing to undergo and bear everything Thou hast 
decreed, that the salvation of the people whom Thou 
hast given to me, may be complete." Unparalleled,— 
for only, in the Saviour did we ever know a life 
sacrificed for enemies, while His heart, full of pity 
and love said, "Father forgive them." But with 
pleasure we say, it was Efficacious, — not a single 
instance of the Divine plan has failed. It was the 
Saviour's triumph, in His last moments, that the 
work of redemption vf as finished; that He had made 
an end of sin, and put it away by the sacrifice of 
Himself. Eternal, — ^the declarations of scripture 
abundantly confirm it. Who can suppose that the 
very persons who cost our glorious Lord so much, 
and for whom He shed His blood so fireely, can ever 
lose the efficacy of His death.? 

And so we contend, 
III« That the above important truths contain great 
consolation ; — To those who have been taught by the 
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Divine Spirit, their lost and undone state, without 
an interest in the blood and righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; — it was never designed that 
sinners, convinced by the Spirit of the Lord, should 
be at rest, until brought to the only refuge which 
can give them strong consolation. — To those who 
are farther advanced in the Divine life, yet groan 
being burdened, — ^when the flesh lusts against the 
spirit, when unholy tempers prevail, when subject to 
unbelief and coldness of love, when overcome by 
temptation ; then the delightful truth, that Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, 
raises the christian above painful apprehensions, 
and he finds the " blood of sprinkling speaking to his 
soul, better things than the blood of Abel." In such 
circumstances, what hope would there be of the 
favour of God, if it were not for the precious blood of 
Christ ? 

"But the text contains also, everlasting security to 
all the redeemed. This is certain, from the Father's 
appointment of His Son to be the Mediator of the 
new Covenant in behalf of his people ; originating in 
love, free, sovereign, eternal. As no good qualities 
can be in those who are dead in sins, God takes the 
motive to love His people from Himself. It is 
certain from the manner in which sinners are 
justified, that they stand in relation to the great 
sacrifice of the Son of God, Who is the meritorious 
cause of this important act ; in which we behold the 
people of God acquitted, and declared to be so ; 
saved by the atonement of Christ. If Jesus be the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, then His 
wisdom is the same to direct ; His power the same 
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to defend ; and His love from everlasting to 
everlasting ; and the objects of His acceptance and 
purchase must be always secure. Also from the 
atonement being complete, the Redeemer prays for 
its application in the bestowment of the Spirit, Who 
is always to abide in His people. And lastly, the 
words of the text give everlasting security to the 
redeemed, because complete conquest over all their 
enemies is assured to them, Can it be supposed 
that a puny, created arm can overturn God's 
purposes, which in the Divine counsel, before the 
world began, prepared heaven for the redeemed? 
May every minister and every hearer, "mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace." 



- :o: 



Mr. Miall was born at Denmead, near Waterloo, 
in 1747. Yorkshire is believed to have been the 
native place of Mr. Miall's family, though we find 
his parents at Denmead at the period of his birth ; 
but while he was yet an infant they removed to 
Portsmouth and joined themselves to the baptist 
church in Thomas's Street, and at their death were 
interred in the burial ground there. Their tomb- 
stone was almost illegible 50 years since. They had 
three sons, who all died in the fellowship of the 
church at M. H. Alley; of which one was a deacon ; 
and Daniel, the eldest, the pastor. He (Daniel, was 
called by grace in early life, and when quite young 
made a profession by baptism in the meeting-house 
at Thomas's St. being baptized by Mr. Sparshott of 
Chichester. His religious feelings at that time were 
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ardent; and love to Christ, and compassion for 
sinners urged him to spend himself in the service of 
his Redeemer. To this end he united himself with 
a society of Wesleyans, and at 18 years of age may 
frequently have been seen elevated on a chair or 
stool, in the surrounding neighbourhood, very 
earnestly addressing his hearers; and there was 
reason to believe ^that these early efforts were very 
useful and much blest. His views on the doctrines 
of Divine Truth, however, having undergone great 
change, made him desirous of uniting with a church 
congenial therewith. It was under these circum- 
stances that he became a member of M. H. Alley 
church, under the pastorate of Mr. Lacy, being 
received from the Portsmouth church on Novr. 7, 
1773, and called to the ministry in 1774. The letter 
of request to Mr. Miall to accept the co-pastorate of 
the church, was signed by all the members ; to which 
Mr. Miall very kindly responded. His acceptance 
of the office was received by the church with peculiar 
pleasure and satisfaction ; and the ensuing Lord's 
day. Deer. 13, 1801, was appointed for his public 
recognition ; but in accordance with Mr. Miall's 
wishes (who deprecated anything like display) Mr. 
J. Birt, of Plymouth Dock, was alone to be present 
to assist in the services of the day. Accordingly, in 
the morning Mr. Miall gave a confession of his faith 
in those great truths which he intended as the basis 
of his future ministry, in the form of a discourse, 
founded on i Cor, 15, i. Moreover, brethren, I 
declare unto you the gospel, &c., and Mr. Birt spoke 
on the nature of a gospel church ; requesting the 
members to recognize their call of Bro. Miall by a 
show of hands, which was done without a dissentient. 
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In the afternoon, Mr. Birt delivered his charge to 
the new pastor, and combined therewith some 
suitable remarks to the church from Ezra lo, 4. 
The church noted, "that it was a very solemn and 
interesting day ; and although., the occasion of this 
step was painful ; yet we, as a church, have 
abundant reason to bless God, that, in our own 
bosom, we found the very man we wanted, beloved 
by our dear pastor, and by the whole church." 

At this time SHr. Miall possessed a large share 
both of bodily strength and mental vigour, with 
great activity ; and his earnest addresses, directed 
more particularly to the conscience, were much 
owned by the Lord for the awakening of very many 
to newness of life ; indeed, a tide of remarkable 
prosperity then set in, and crowded auditories, even 
to the filling of the aisles, were for some years not 
uncommon. He used to weep most tenderly while 
expostulating with the unconverted on their fearful 
condition; and his tears and earnest entreaties, 
often, through the Divine Spirit's agency, failed not 
to force open the sinner's heart to receive the truth 
in its saving efiicacy. His time for reading and 
study was, to a large extent, redeemed from the 
usual hours of rest ; for he was, on principle, an 
early riser, seldom allowing himself more than six 
hours nightly rest. Being active and large hearted, 
he was everybody's friend ; and never considered any 
trouble too much, whereby he could serve either 
rich or poor ; and if he cultivated the friendship of 
the rich, it was for the sake of the poor. Thus it 
was, that he was frequently employed as almoner 
for Sir G. Grey, Commissioner of the Dock-yard, and 
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his lady ; who used, in a way of pleasantry, to 
introduce him to their friends, as " the Bishop of 
Portsea." 

It was only those who knew Mr. Miall, or have 
heard his people talk of him, that can realize how 
much he was beloved. Even the boys would meet 
him on the road, for a shake of the hand, and then 
by a circuitous run, come up with him again, for 
another. It was an axiom with Mr. Miall, that 
young women should never, as a rule, be from home 
after nine in the evening, or young men after ten. 
The following amusing incident will show how well 
this was known, as well as his own observance of 
his rule as an example to his flock. Having been 
detained one evening at the house of one of his 
deacons, where a deacon's meeting had been held, 
it was half past ten when he left. As he stepped 
from the door, the old watchman (an institution of 
those days) was passing, and recognized him ; when 
playing on his well-known habit, he called out, 
ha-af past te-en and the pa-ar-son's out, repeating 
his cry. But Mr. Miall was as good as his watch- 
man, for on the next Lord's day morning, at meeting, 
he mentioned it, saying, " He . did not know if the 
faithful watchman was present in the congregation, 
but in case he should be, he would explain how he 
came to be out so late." 

As some interesting incidents of Mr. Miall's 
preaching, it may be mentioned, that he was fond of 
speaking from " Zaccheus in the fig tree " ; and on 
one occasion while doing so (it was in White's Row 
meeting house) he looked towards the gallery and 
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said earnestly, " Zaccheus, come down " ! Soon a 
man presented himself on the pulpit stairs, and asked 
Mr. Miall what he wanted with him. The preacher 
told the man he did not want him, and asked him 
why he came. The man replied, "You looked to 
where I was sitting, and said "Zaccheus come 
down " ! and my name is Zaccheus so I thought you 
wanted me." But to turn from the amusing to the 
serious ; this habit of looking to the gallery to make 
pointed observations was peculiar to him, especially 
in addressing sinners ; so much so, that some persons 
would not sit in the galleries ; — for, when feeling the 
solemnity of his work, and impressed with the 
condition of the ungodly ; he would seem to point 
with his finger to one spot after another, and with 
tears rolling down his own cheeks, make such an 
appeal to the sinner, that he would often cause his 
hearers to be melted to tears also. Towards the 
latter part of his ministry, he would often look round 
on those who had grown old in service with him, 
and say, " How old the creatures grow ; " but turning 
immediately to the young, he would admonish them 
not to trust to old age ; reminding them, how many 
pass away in youth. An instance of this occurred 
in 1827 when a young woman's experience was 
heard before the church, but she died before she 
could be received in. There was a singular addition 
to the church, during Mr. Miall's pastorate, that 
reads like a sequel to the conversion of Mrs. Tooley 
in Puritan times. Mr. Webster, a master-gunner, 
twice in dreams beheld a person to whom he was 
directed, as the one who should lead him to the 
Saviour. Passing, accidentally as man says ; but 
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by His ordained purpose, as God says ; past this 
meeting-house, he looked in; and to his surprise 
beheld in Mr. Miall, the person he had twice seen 
in his dreams. The result was, his conversion, and 
addition to this church. Another notable addition 
to the church at this time was that of the father of 
the Rev. J. Ivimey ; who had himself been called to 
the ministry by this church. His father had lived 
without any regard for religion till he was an old 
man; but being then called by Sovereign Grace, 
his son had the pleasure of baptizing him in this 
meeting-house (together with his mother) when he 
was over 70 years of age. He sat down to the 
Lord's table but once and then died happy in the 
Lord. Truly, "the Lord's arm is not shortened, 
that He cannot save." Mr. Price, also, a deacon of 
this church, had been baptized at the old meeting 
house in Thomas's St., but without knowing any- 
thing of the converting power of grace in his soul; 
he came to M. H. Alley to hear Mr. Ashbumer, of 
Poole, preach, was convinced of his need of a 
Saviour, drawn by the Spirit of God to the Lord 
Jesus as such, and joined himself to this church. 

In domestic life Mr. Miall was not without trials 
as well as comforts. In 1797 he had to bear the loss 
of his beloved wife; but about 1800 re-married. 
From an ode published in Dr. Rippon's, this lady 
would appear to have been a very amiable and 
suitable help-meet for him ; and that she fulfilled 
these expectations in her after life, has been borne 
testimony to, by those who knew and remembered her. 
She was dismissed from the church at Sheepshead, 
Leicester, to this church. 
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The epoch of Mr. Miall's ministry was emphati- 
cally that, during which this church (in common 
with many others throughout the country) sought, 
not only to strengthen her stakes, but also to 
enlarge her borders on every side. Village preachingf 
became, at this time, a recognized institution of this 
church; it being resolved, "that all preaching- 
stations outside the " Portsea Walls," be considered 
village stations, and nurtured accordingly." It was 
to this aggressive spirit, that all the other baptist 
churches in the town owe their origin ; that is, those 
that arose from the legitimate effort to spread the 
gospel, and not as the consequence of disruption. 

Notice, 

First, — The little church in Green Row (nowBelgrave 

Street) Marylebone. A meeting house was built 

there in 1800 by Mr. Shoveller, assisted by some 

members of this church, as a preaching station ; and 

was supplied by Mr. Miall and other brethren till 

1828 when a small church was formed. The 

meeting house was sold to them, in trust, for ^150. 

Twenty-one members were dismissed from the 

M. H. Alley church, to assist in forming that at 

Marylebone, at their own request, as expressed in 

the following letter. 

Marylebone Feby. 18, 1828. 

To the church assembling at Meeting House Alley, 
Portsea. 

Dear Brethren, 

We the undersigned, members in full 
communion with you, residing at and near Maryle- 
bone, believing that the cause of our blessed 
Redeemer will be furthered by our separation from 
you, for the purpose of being united as a distinct 



Early Baptist History of Portsmouth. 



83 



church, beg with all christian affection to solicit our 
dismission from you for that purpose ; and we hope 
the great Head of the church, will pour down on you, 
your beloved pastors, and on us, the Divine influence 
of His Holy Spirit ; that though separated in person, 
we may be one in the love and spirit of the glorious 
g^ospel of our blessed Lord. And we beg to 
communicate what we believe will afford you equal 
pleasure with ourselves, that we are in expectation 
(with the concurrence of your pastors) of being 
favoured with the ministry of our esteemed and 
gifted brother, Mr. C. Cakebread ; who, we hope the 
Lord will make a great blessing to us. Signed, 
I. Ridoutt, Senr., Wife Mary Ridoutt, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



W. Ryder, 

M. Brice, 

G. W. Somerville 

S. Cousins 

I. Wells 

E. Jago, 

J. Frampton, 

J. Guy 

J. Newman, 

J. Crafter. 



E. Ryder, 
E. Brice, 
M. Somerville 
R. Cousins, 
E. Wells, 
J. Smith, 
R. Sprake, 
M. Plummer, 
E. Fezzard, 

21 



The total number of members was 40. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cakebread were dismissed the 
following month. Mr. Cakebread was ordained to 
the pastoral ofiice, April 4, 1828, the service being 
held at M. H. Alley. Mr. Neave discoursed and 
asked the usual questions ; and Mr. Birt delivered 
the charge from 2 Cor, 4, 5. This " good man " and 
" good minister of Jesus Christ " (Mr. Cakebread) 
with many of the church, afterwards united with 
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that at Lake Lane, and the Marylebone church 
became extinct, as such. There is an incident, in 
connection with it, showing the working of God's 
sovereignty, when He has a purpose of mercy to 
accomplish. A young lady from Ringwood, without 
God and without hope, was visiting at Portsea ; and 
one evening, from curiosity, attended at Marylebone, 
to hear a stranger from London preach. The Lord, 
in mercy, met with her there, and it became the time 
of love between her soul and Christ. After returning 
home, she became, from her devout and zealous life, 
the centre of a work of conversion among many of 
the young people there. The friend who narrated 
this incident remarks, " When I realize the change ; 
I am constrained to say, that both her coming to 
Portsea, which seemed a very contingent circum- 
stance, as well as the minister's, were evidently 
appointed by Him ivho cannot err, but overrules 
everything to subserve His own glorious purposes." 

Second. Forton. In 1807, three persons, mem- 
bers of the church at M. H. Alley, purchased a 
malt-house at Forton, Gosport, to use as a preaching 
station. It became, however, involved in debt, and 
was sold, on condition that a portion of it should be 
used to preach in, for seven years ensuing. In 181 1 
a church of twelve members was formed; five 
members of M. H. Alley requesting their dismission 
to assist in so doing ; the Rev. D. Miall conducting 
the service. Mr. Thos. Tilly and his wife were also 
dismissed to it, he having become its pastor. The 
increasing congregation and the encouraging 
prospects, rendered a more suitable and larger place 
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of worship necessary ; a new meeting-house was 
therefore erected, capable of accommodating 300 
persons, and opened on Jany. ist, 18 12. On the 
following day the Rev. T. Tilly was ordained to the 
pastorate, the Revs. J. Ivimey, Saffery, Giles, Bulgin, 
Miall, Penny, Neave, Owers, Shoveller, and Read, 
taking parts in the service. The church, like most 
village churches, has suffered from the migration of 
members into the towns; in 1840 the membership 
had increased to 85 and in i860 to 95, at that time 
under the pastorate of the Rev. J. Smedmore. 



Third, Ebenezer, Southsea. In 1 808, it was 
thought desirable that the gospel should be preached 
at Southsea, and as a large room could not be 
obtained, ten persons at M. H. Alley gave ten 
guineas each to build one. This was opened in 1809, 
by brethren Miall and Ivimey. In January 181 2 a 
church was formed, the following members asking 
for and receiving their dismission from M. H, Alley 
for that purpose, viz., John and Jane Headden, Lucy 
Dance, James and Ann Ivimey, and John and Ann 
Clay. Other persons made the number of members 
fifteen. Brethren Miall and Ivimey continued the 
preaching here until March 18 13, when Mr. Headden, 
one of the brethren before mentioned, was chosen 
pastor (Mr. Miall giving the charge at his ordination) 
and Mr. John Clay assistant. The church and 
congregation increasing, a larger house for worship 
was built in 1815 and opened in September of that 
year. During Mr. Headden's ministry, he purchased 
a piece of ground, fronting the chapel, for a burial 



86 Early Baptist History of Portsmouth. 

ground ; retaining the Title to it. In it are deposited 
the mortal remains of himself, Mr. Ivimey Senr., 
Mr. J. Clay, and other friends. 

Mr. Headden continued to minister to the church 
with considerable success until 1829, when he was 
compelled, by the infirmities of age, to request the 
church to seek an assistant (Mr. Clay having removed 
his ministry to Lake Lane). Consequently on 
January 15, 1829, the Rev. John Davis was ordained 
Co-pastor. He was followed by the Rev. J. Watts 
in 1 83 1 who removed to Maze-pond, London, in 1834. 
Messrs. Neave and Arnot were then invited to take 
the oversight of the church ; and having accepted 
the invitation, Mr. Headden resigned and they 
entered on their ministry May i, 1834, and both 
continued until the infirmities of age compelled them 
to resign their ministry. The number of members 
in 1840 was 118 and in i860 it was 140. 

Fourth. Salem St., White-Swan Fields. The 
church meeting in this place, originated from the 
labours of members of M. H. Alley who preached in 
the neighbourhood. The church was formed March 
21, 1813, by the Rev. T. Tilly, of Forton. 

A chapel was built, and opened Jany. 26, 1814, 
when Mr. Tilly preached from Ps. 37, 4. Fifteen 
members had taken their dismission from M. H. 
Alley to help to form the church; of these Mr. 
Richd. Young was one ; and he was chosen to the 
pastorate and ordained January 27, 1814. The 
ordination prayer, with laying on of hands, was by Mr. 
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Shoveller ; the charge by Mr. Giles, from Titus 1,7; 
and the sermon by Mr. Bulgin, of Poole, from Phtl. 
2. 27. 

The fourth meeting of the S. Association of 
** Calvinistic Baptist Churches" was held herein April 
1825. This church has continued on the principle of 
" Restricted Communion." 

Fifth, Lake Lane, Landport. The church in 
Lake Lane (now Lake Road) Landport, originated 
also with members of M. H. Alley, some of whom 
raised a Sunday School in a room in a private house 
in 1 8 13. The school having increased, at the close 
of the French war, Mr. Ellyett, one of the deacons 
at M. H. Alley, purchased the materials of some 
disused barracks, and with them erected the school- 
room at the back of the old chapel ; he then requested 
Mr. Miall to preach a weekly sermon, which he did 
for some time ; but being obliged to discontinue it, 
the service was kept up for some months by the 
Home Mission Union. Mr. Ellyett then applied to 
Mr. Tilly, of Forton, and he, for some time, in 
connection with Mr. J. Clay, preached a Sunday and 
Tuesday evening sermon there. This arrangement 
commenced in July, 18 18, but as the congregation 
increased fast, in Sepr. 1820, eight persons, members 
of the church at Forton, but residing on this side of 
the harbour, applied for their dismission from Forton, 
that they may form a new church at Lake Lane ; 
but as a branch of Forton adopting the Forton 
covenant of membership. Four persons, Richard 
and Elizabeth Collins, Jane Light, and Ann 
Hickcock, immediately applied for baptism and 
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fellowship ; the two former dating their conversion 
from the preaching at Lake Lane. The Ordinance was 
administered to the* above candidates by Mr. Clay 
on Novr. i6, 1820. Six others followed before the 
close of the year, and during the next year thirty 
five more, besides five by dismission.* Mr. Clay, 
who hitherto had been assistant minister at Ebenezer, 
was ordained to the pastorate of the new church, on 
Easter Tuesday April 24, 1821. The service was 
held at M. H. Alley ; Dr. Draper, of Southampton, 
described a gospel church, Mr. Miall gave the charge, 
Messrs. Franks, Gough, Millard, and Mileham taking* 
other parts in the service. 

In March 182 1, Mr. EUyett offered to put the land 
and building in "Trust," with a view to a chapel 
being erected, at Fifty Guineas less than the cost 
price ; the offer was accepted, and a fimd started. 
The new chapel was built and opened on October 9, 
1822, when sermons were preached, by Rev. D. 
Miall from Ex, 25. 8 by Dr. Draper from James 3. 5. 
and by S. Bulgin from Is. 45. 23. At the first 
baptismal service in the new chapel, on Novr. 14th 
by Mr. Clay, Mr. Miall preached, and five candidates 
followed the Lord's ordinance. At this time the S- 
School, under Mr. EUyett's fostering care, numbered 
700 children. 

In 1828 in consequence of the increase of the 
church, Mr. Tilly suggested the propriety of severing* 
its connection with the church at Forton, and of 
seeking a minister, who should devote his whole time 

• Note. In 1824 the church reported 224 members. This would 
be, in the two branches. 
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to the service of this, as a distinct, church ; and as 
Co-pastor with Mr. Clay. In accordance with this, 
the Rev. W. Davies, of Bradford Academy was 
chosen and ordained Co-pastor, April 23, 1829, and 
the church, which had till now received 162 members, 
was declared independent. Mr. Davies continued 
about two years, when he was sent out as a 
missionary to S. Africa, where he laboured until his 
death. Soon after the removal of Mr. Davies, the 
church at Green Row, Marylebone, formed a union 
with this church ; the members removing their 
membership to it, and Mr. Cakebread becoming 
Co- pastor with Mr. Clay. The service to inaugurate 
the union, was held at Lake Lane, May 13, 1831. 
The two pastors worked happily and usefully 
together, until the death of Mr. Clay. He preached 
at Winchester three times on October 25, 1840, 
though very unwell; and this was his last service. 
He declined until January 25, 1841, when he 
triumphantly entered the joy of his Lord. Mr. 
Cakebread now became sole pastor, and remained 
so during his life. He suffered much for years, 
until in 1858 his Master called him home, honoured 
and beloved. 

The number of members had stood, for some years, 
at about 215. After Mr. Cakebread's death, Mr. H. 
Kitching was elected to the pastorate, by an 
almost equally divided vote of the church. The 
result, as might have been foreseen, was unhappy. 
A division soon resulted ; and the portion holding 
with Mr. K. built a chapel in Herbert Street, Mile 
End, and formed themselves into a church, but after 
languishing for a few years it became extinct. 
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After Mr. Kitching's departure, the remnant of the 
church invited Mr. Gange to the pastorate ; and the 
church increasing very considerably under his 
ministry, the large new chapel near by was built, 
and opened in 1865. 

In 1824 Mr. Grace was called out to the ministry. 

A small church was also in existence for a short 
time in Dock Row (now Amelia Street) Landport, 
worshipping in the building now used for a Sunday 
School in connection with Zion Chapel; but it 
originated with the Scotch Sandemanian Baptists, 
under brethren Neave and Arnot, previous to their 
pastorate at Ebenezer. It soon became extinct. 

Besides this active work in the town, it must be 
noted, that during the ministry of Mr. Miall, the 
church at M. H. Alley was happy in having a goodly 
band of men, who went out as preachers into the 
villages beyond the neighbourhood of Portsea ; and 
many of them, by this means, became competent to 
take the pastorate of churches. At one time, a 
conveyance, called the "Missionary Van," started 
on a Sunday morning to take the evangelists to their 
several stations about the country. At the same 
time (1807) that it had been resolved to encourage 
village preaching as an institution of the church, a 
committee was formed, with Mr. Miall at its head, 
to appoint preachers to the different stations ; but 
after a short time it was found not to work so well, 
as to leave the preachers free to minister wherever 
they proved most acceptable, and best suited to the 
station. Owing to these itinerant labours, two other 
meeting-houses were built, and churches gathered. 
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First. Newport, I. of W. — ^There had early been 
a particular baptist church at Newport, but it had 
ceased to exist. There had also been a branch from 
the General Baptists in Portsmouth, evidently at the 
first, holding Trinitarian doctrine. But that also, 
like its parent, and so many others of the " Generals," 
lapsed into Socinianism, and then got " Unitarian" 
written over its door. About 1775 the Rev. J. 
Horsey and others, also Mr. Mursell, from Lyming- 
ton, preached frequently in a large room in Newport ; 
several members having been gathered together, and 
their cause taken up more earnestly by the church 
at M. H. Alley, at their own request they were 
gathered into a church state, and publicly recognized 
in the year 1809 by the Revs. Miall, Penny,, and 
others. Services were now regularly conducted with 
success ; a chapel was built, which was opened on 
September i, 1812, and on the same or following 
day, Mr. Shoveller was ordained pastor over them. 

At the service for his ordination the charge was 
given by Mr. Miall from 2 Ttm. 4. 5. In a few years, 
this church too, broke up ; and a new one was formed 
of part of its members. Mr. Shoveller was then 
received back to M, H. Alley, and at the same time 
viz., 1827, Mrs. S. Shoveller was received from the 
church at Milksham. For many years after this, Mr. 
Shoveller was assistant minister at M. H. Alley, 
often preaching at the afternoon service. 

Second. A church was gathered, and a small 
meeting-house was built at Anmore, near Waterloo ; 
which was opened for worship November 26, 1828, 
by brethren Tilly, Birt, and Shoveller. The Rev. 
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IL Grossman, an agent of die Baptist Home 
Missionary Society, was ordained as its pastor. 

Such is a sketch of the home missionary work of 
this church, at this period ; besides which, it claimed 
its share in the honour of sending the gospel abroad, 
by making its first collection for foreign missions on 
Lord's Day Septem. 1 1, 1808. A missionary prayer- 
meeting had already been established; and very 
soon after, an auxiliary was formed. 

It may be well not to forget, that in the early days 
of our mission to India ; when India was held by a 
company, by charter from the King, that our 
missionaries were often prohibited by them from 
entering the country. At one time they could only 
remain through the kindness of the Danish Grovem- 
ment, Serampore being then a Danish settlement. 
Eflforts were therefore made, by petition of the 
churches ; that in any new charter granted, clauses 
should be introduced, by which the country should 
be open to missionary labours. That fix>m the 
church at M. H. Alley bore 387 signatures. The 
petition being successful, in gratitude to God for it, 
this church set apart July 29, 18 13, as a day of 
special praise and thanksgiving, for the blessing 
received. 

Amidst the activity of this period, we must not 
overlook the work of that highly honoured old 
school at Marylebone. It was commenced April 
24, 1808, in the meeting house in Grreen row ; and 
under the fostering care and continuous and prayerful 
eaiertions of the very choicest members, male and 
female, of the church at M. H. Alley, became, for 
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many years, not only a thorough nursery for that 
church* ; but also sent out its branches on either 
hand; being the parent of the schools both at 
Ebenezer and Lake Lane. 

It would be needful only to mention the names of 
many of those connected with it, during the best 
portion of their lives, to call up memories of holy and 
Christ-like men and women, nearly all of whom have 
now ceased from their labours and received the 
welcome, " Well Done." 

Very soon after the commencement of the school, 
a portion of the teachers opened another at Ebenezer, 
Southsea ; but they continued to form a joint body ; 
meeting together for mutual counsel and encourage- 
ment ; until, feeling strong enough to stand alone, 
the latter separated themselves to carry on their own 
school alone. The teachers of Marylebone soon 
looked around them for other spheres of useftilness 
and labour ; and some of their number were told 0% 
to seek a room in Lake Lane ; where a school was 
soon formed, and grew; until, it also, after a few 
years of harmonious fellowship and mutual help, 
followed the example of Ebenezer ; and in January 
1819 left the first school, henceforth each to pursue 
its own path of useftilness and blessing. 

Though the school was, from the first, formed on 
unsectarian lines, both as to teachers and scholars, 
and has always been supported, mainly, by the 
teachers themselves ; yet very few unconnected with 

* Note. In 1848-9 out of 22 added to the church in that yaer, 14 had 
been either scholars or young teachers, or both, in Marylebone 
school. 
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M. H. Alley, either joined it or remained long- with 
it. In 1812, two male teachers asked for dismission, 
as St. John's church had just opened a S. School in 
Bishop St., Portsea; and they, being members of 
that church, thought it their duty to labour there. 
They were granted a very honourable dismission, 
with thanks for their past services, and a promise of 
any assistance to their new school that could be 
rendered. In 181 7 also two or three teachers, 
members of the Salem St. church, were dismissed to 
form a school there. It was intended, also, to have 
commenced a school at the New Buildings in Portsea; 
but upon enquiry it was found that one had just been 
opened in the meeting-house in Ghravel Lane.* An 
adult school was carried on for some years in the 
Vestry of M. H. Alley, in connection with Marylebone, 
before any children's S. School was formed there. 

The teachers soon began to reap the reward of 
their labours. Within three years from the opening 
of the school in Green Row, three young females, 
who had been among the first scholars entered, 
were elected as Junior Teachers — and signs of spi- 
ritual blessing were apparent. 

The school continued to grow and increase until 
it was impossible to remain within their borders. 
Permission was then sought and obtained for the use 
of the Lancasterian school-room, Swan St., which 
continued to be used until it was taken over, a few 
years since, by the " School Board." The Teachers 
then by great exertion and the help of their friends, 
erected the present new building. 



* Note. At that time Mr. Neave was preaching there. 
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Upon the dissolution of the Western Association 
the " Southern " was formed for this district on 
September 24, 1823, the first meetings (for formation) 
were held in Dock Row Chapel, Landport. It 
consisted of 16 churches, who were to receive the 
Association in rotation, for Spring and Autumn 
meetings. The letters firom the churches and the 
Association letter were to be presented at the Spring 
meetings, and the missionary work to be attended to 
in the Autumn. The first Associated meetings (14 
churches represented) were held April 20-21 of the 
next year in M. H. Alley and White's Row Meeting 
houses. The "Circular Letter" was written by Dr. 
Draper, of Southampton, on "The advantages of 
Associations." On Tuesday, Mr. Ivimey preached. 
On Wednesday, the Revs. Burnett, Draper, and 
Bulgin preached ; the business was transacted, and 
at the close it was said, "that a sacred influence 
seemed to pervade all the public services." 

From this long digression we return, to review the 
last labours and closing days of the beloved and 
honoured pastor. About the year 1825, Mr. Miall's 
friends perceived an evident failure approaching, 
and tenderly intimated to him the desirability of 
providing a suitable person, who might unite with 
him in the pastoral office. To this he readily 
acceded, and with the greatest unanimity the church 
fixed on Mr. Caleb Evans Birt, who had been 
ministering at Derby, to unite with Mr. Miall in the 
oversight of the church. Mr. Miall received him 
very cordially, as a son in the faith. But it was 
only for two years that this union subsisted ; for, on 
account of rapidly declining strength, the sermon 
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that he preached on April 5, 1829, proved to be his 
last; except that he would, for some time after, 
occasionally go into the pulpit, and in a conversa- 
tional manner endeavour to benefit his spiritual 
children. I am able to give just an outline of that 
last sermon. It was firom Psalm 89. 15-16. "Blessed 
is the people that know the joyful sound &c." The 
sermon was in eight divisions, each with an 
illustrative text, and an application ; as follow, 

I St. The sound of life. The hour is coming and 
now is when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
son of God ; and they that hear shall live. 

2nd. The sound of Love. God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 

3rd. The sound of Pardon. Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord and He 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for He 
will abundantly pardon. 

4th. The sound of Salvation. Neither is there 
salvation in any other, for there is none other name 
under heaven, given among men, whereby we must 
be saved. 

5th. The sound of Peace. And having made 
peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to 
reconcile all things unto Himself. 
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6th. The sound of Freedom. When they had 
nothing to pay, He frankly forgave them both. 

7th. The sound of Liberty. Brethren ye have 
been called unto liberty ; only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but in love serve one another. 

8th. The sound of Patience. Be patient, there- 
fore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 

In this joyful sound, sinners are pardoned, souls 
justified, and enemies conquered. We shall know 
the sound in Affliction, Death and Judgment. 

This joyiid sound is now preached in your hearing, 
and I am happy. "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." 



•:o:- 



Finding himself, any longer, unequal to the 
ministry, in May 1829, Mr. Miall felt compelled to 
address the following letter to the church ; a letter 
breathing all the devotion and loving retrospect of a 
similar one to " Paul the aged." It deserves to be 
cherished in its entirety. It is the tender farewell 
of a loving father to his children. 

May 27, 1829. "To the church of Jesus Christ, 
assembling in Meeting house Alley Chapel, Town of 
Portsea. 

:o: 

** My beloved Brethren, 

I have now laboured among 
you in the Lord for nearly sixty years ; during which 
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period I have witnessed the termination of the 
labours of three of your faithful ministers, whose 
remains I accompanied to their final resting place* 
I have also outlived every member of the churdb, 
who belonged to its communion at my first 
acquaintance with it; and a considerable number 
besides, who are fallen asleep in Jesus. The 
Pastoral ofl&ce, I have sustained over you, for 
twenty-seven years ; indeed, in much infirmity, but 
it has been with a conscious fidelity ; and I have the 
happiness of being able to point to many of you and 
say, " The seal of my ministry are ye in the Lord.** 
All the glory I desire to render, where it is most 
justly due. And now my beloved friends, I go die 
way of all the earth, having received such 
intimation, in the decay of my earthly tabernacle ; 
and it is not likely that I shall again be capacitated 
to address to you the momentous truths of the gospel^ 
as formerly. — I therefore do resign the whole of the 
pastoral office into the hands of my beloved son and 
brother in the faith, the Rev. C. E. Birt, whom God 
has, in much mercy, brought among us ; and who 
has hitherto exercised the pastoral functions in 
connection with myself; and I do so the more readily, 
not only because I perceive a strong bond of union 
subsisting between you and him, but also fi-om a 
persuasion that the great Head of the church has 
sent him among us, as a special blessing ; and which 
has, indeed, already been abundantly apparent. As 
Grod, " whom I have served with my spirit in the 
gospel of His Son," will not cast me off now I am 
old, nor forsake me, now my strength faileih; 
neither, I am persuaded, will you ; but that you wQl 
take care that my few remaining days shall be 
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rendered comfortable, by such provision as your- 
selves may deem competent. And now, brethren, 
" I commend you to God, and to the word of His 
grace ; which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all them that aresanctified.** 
Finally, brethren. Farewell ; be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the God 
of love and peace shall be with you." 

Signed, Daniel Miall. 

The foregoing letter was received by the church 
with true christian feeling; and the following" 
resolution was unanimously passed. **That the 
resignation of the pastoral office, tendered by 
Mr. Miall, be accepted by this church with every 
sentiment of christian love to his person, and with 
the most grateful sense of his long and faithful 
labours among them ; which have been so eminently 
conducive to their spiritual comfort, as well as to the 
increase of their numbers ; and that with affectionate 
and earnest prayer they commend him to Gt>d, and 
to the support of that everlasting gospel, in the 
promulgation of which, for more than half a century, 
he has been made so great a blessing." This was 
accompanied with a liberal provision for his remain- 
ing days. 

How truly Mr. Miall could make the foregoing 
statement, and how worthy it was of the above 
reception by the church, is attested by the following 
words of Mr. Shoveller. He writes, " As to the 
excellent Mr. Miall, — ^now secluded by the infirmities 
of age and the pressure of disease ; it is well known 
that his ministry was most efficient ; for in every part 
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of the congregation he could recogtiize those who 
were his children in Jesus Christ." 

Those truths which Mr. Miall had loved to preach, 
he declared, in his last hours, to be his joy and 
support; and said, he felt himself to be on an 
immovable foundation. The last words he was 
heard* to utter, were, "I know Whom I have 
believed " ; and so he passed to his everlasting rest 
and reward, on February 25, 1833, in the 87th year 
of his age, and the 69th of his ministry. Truly "a 
Prince had fallen that day in Israel." 

His remains were deposited in the vault of Mr. 
Alderman Ridoutt (by offer to the church) at the 
♦Mile end cemetery, then recently opened. 

A number of the younger men of the church 
surrounded and escorted the hearse, while an 
immense crowd of spectators followed. Six ministers 
supported the pall, and six members bore him to his 
tomb, Mr. Birt conducting the service ; and as we 
leave his body there, well may the noble words of 
John Ryland, spoken over that of Dr. Gifford, in 
Bunhill burial ground, be repeated over it. "It 
is no hard matter to tell where a man is gone, 
who has lived almost all his life, in the exercise of 



* Note. There being no ground where dissenters could bury, apart 
from the forms of the Church of England, (except the 
small ground at Ebenezer) the above was purchased and 
laid out, principally by the congregations of M. H. Alley 
and King Street, and was opened November 23, 1831. 
Mr. Birt of M. H. Alley delivering an opening address. 
Many are the saints, the loved of the Lord, whose bodies 
there await the resurrection morn, to rise and hail their 
descending Lord. 
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feith in Christ ; in love to mankind, preaching in an 
evangelical strain through the whole course of his 
ministry. We can, with the greatest truth use the 
words, ".We commit this body to the ground, in sure 
and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

" Farewell, thou dear old man, we leave thee in 

* 

the possession of death till the resurrection day; 
but we will bear witness against thee, O King of 
terrors, at the mouth of this dungeon, thou shalt not 
always have possession of this dead body ; it shall 
be demanded of thee by the great Conqueror, and at 
that moment thou shalt resign thy prisoner. Oh! ye 
ministers of Christ, ye people of God, ye surrounding 
spectators prepare, prepare to meet this old servant 
of Christ, at that day, at that moment, when this 
whole place shall be nothing but life, and death shall 
be swallowed up in Victory !" 

Several Funeral Sermons were preached on the 
following Lord's Day; that at M. H. Alley being 
attended by a crowded audience, hundreds being 
imable to obtain admission. Mr. Birt preached from, 
** Into Thine hands I commit my spirit ; Thou hast 
redeemed me, O Lord God of Truth," a text selected 
by the deceased some time previously. 

The following acknowledgment was sent by the 
church to Mr. Ridoutt, through the secretary. 
Resolved unanimously, " That our best thanks are 
due and are hereby given to our brother I. Ridoutt, 
for his great kindness in voluntarily affording a 
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resting place in his own Family Vault, at the new 
Cemetery, for the corpse of our late dear and venerable 
pastor the Rev. Daniel Miall."* 

March 8, 1833. By B. H. Hinton, Secy. 

Mr. Birt having been previously called to the sole 
pastorate, no change was necessitated by the death 
of Mr. Miall ; one was however made in the order of 
the week night services. The prayer-meeting had 
hitherto been held on the Wednesday evenings and 
preaching on Monday evenings'; but there had 
always been one or two assistant ministers to take a 
service. It was now thought that it would be better 
after the recent Lord's day services, to hold the 
prayer-meeting on the Monday and have preaching 
on the Wednesday, an arrangement which has since 
been observed by the churches. Also " that in 
future, the afternoon of the first Lord's day in the 
month, be devoted to the observance of the Ordinance 
of the Lord's supper, to the exclusion of any other 
public service " ; it having hitherto[]]formed part of 
such service. 

During Mr. Birt's ministry, the village preaching 
not being cherished and encouraged as it had been, 
declined, until it became a thing of the past. In 
thinking to benefit by drawing] all energfies to the 
centre, the great mistake was made, of acting in 
direct opposition to the diffusive spirit of the gospel ; 
and experience has proved that, those churches have 
prospered most, that have sought to spread the 
widest the truths committed to them. So was it with 
— » • — 

• Note. There are ''Tablets'* to the Revs. Lacy, Honey, Miall, 
Shoveller'and others, in the chapel. 
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this chiirchi that hitherto had so grown and pros- 
pered ; the net increase of members during the nine 
years of Mr. Birt's ministry, that is, from 1829 to 
1837, inclusive, being only 41, while for several 
subsequent years, there was a positive, though small 
decrease. Mr. Birt conduced much to the intellectual 
developement and social position of the church, and 
was beloved by the people, and respected by his 
brother ministers; yet his stay was short, for in 
1837, he aspired to fill the pulpit at old Broadmead, 
Bristol, and removed thither. The connection, 
however, proved disappointing, and was shorter even 
than at Portsea. It ceased in 1 844. Mr. Birt then re- 
moved to Wantage in Berks, where he died in 1854. 

On Mr. Birt's retirement, the church gave a warm 
invitation to Mr. Charles Room, who had been for 
two and a half years assistant minister to the 
venerable Dr. Rippon, in London. This invitation 
Mr. Room cordially accepted ; making the truthful 
remark in his letter, " That a relation so sacred and 
important to be lightly formed or wantonly disturbed, 
either by minister or people, involved, in his estima- 
tion, great guilt." His ordination service was held 
on Wednesday, January 17, 1838, the Rev. F. 
Trestrail having preached the previous evening. At 
the service, Mr. Neave described a gospel church, 
defending "Dissent from an establishment." Mr. 
Shoveller dwelt upon their choice of Mr. Room, and 
took a retrospect of the past 120 years in the history 
of the church. Mr. Room then gave a summary of 
his principles, as the basis of his future ministry. 
Dr. Draper, of Southampton, gave the charge and 
cAher ministers of the neighbourhood took part in 
the service. 



104 Early Baptist History of Portsmouth. 

In 1840, the teaching of the "Brethren" having 
extended to this town, and to this church in par- 
ticular ; during that, and the following year about 
twenty members left this church to establish a 
" Meeting," viz. 



Folkes and Wife 
Tyer and do. 
Hutchens and do. 
J. Bright and do. 
W. Tilly and do. 
S. Miall. 



W. C. Tilly and Wife. 
Henwood and do. 
J Wame. 
G. Hyde. 
J. Ellis. 



•:o:- 



In 1842-3 the question of open communion was 
brought to the front. The church had already committed 
itself and compromised its principles ; the farther 
downward course of necessity followed. At the time 
Mr. Room became pastor, Mrs. Room was a poedo- 
baptist, holding the singular notion of sprinkling on 
profession of faith ; which ceremony she had observed 
and reftised at that time to be scripturally immersed; 
(though she was afterward) the church, however, by 
a large majority agreed to receive her to the Table 
Having gone thus far, it was only another step to 
give notice on December 24, 1842^ of the following 
resolution, viz., "That we agree to admit to our 
communion at the Lord's Table, godly persons who 
may desire fellowship with us, although they may 
difier from us as to the ordinance of baptism ; this to 
embrace persons belonging to Poedo-baptist churches 
who may be sojourning in our vicinity as transcient 
communicants, and others who may desire permanent 
fellowship to be received by letters of recommenda- 
tion from any recognised Poedo-baptist churches 1 
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and lastly — that other godly persons desirous of 
joining our communion, but who conscientiously 
object to our views of baptism, be also admitted to 
communion by a relation of their religious experience 
before the church, in the same order, as is at present 
required, of candidates for church fellowship." 

Feeling theinnovating characterof this proceeding, 
on the ancient principles of the church, and what it 
may lead to, *it had been felt needful to preface the 
motion with the following declaration : viz. " We 
premise as to anything which may appear to infringe 
on the original constitution of this church, — ^That we 
fiilly recognize and declare ourselves to be A Baptist 
Church, in the sense usually understood by the 
term, an Anti-poedo-baptist church, whose pastor 
must be a person, immersed, on a credible profession 
of faith and repentance, the. same being required of 
the officers or deacons ; and the efficient members to 
be introduced in the same way, namely by baptism ; 
and who alone will be eligible to vote at church 
meetings." The foregoing resolution was adopted 
by the church, but again its subversive character was 
felt and the necessity of still further fencing it about ; 
it was therefore added, "In contemplating any 
modification of the terms of our communion, we 
deem it right to avow our conviction, that immersion 
is the only proper mode, and that believers are the 
only proper subjects of Christian baptism ; and that 
therefore no person is eligible, either for fidl member- 
ship with this church, or for any office therein, who 
shall not have been thus baptised." 

^NoTE. — For want of a safeguard and restriction on the pastorate, 
Bunyan's church became, for many years, Poedobaptist ; with 
a Poedobaptist pastor. 
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The foregoing were adopted "As a Church Act»'' 
with three dissentients. The other churches, with 
the exertion of Salem Street, followed the unscrip- 
tural act. 

In 1837 ^^^ meeting-house was licensed for the 
registration of marriages ; not that it was a new thing* 
for baptists to observe their own form of marriage ; 
but this, now put them at one with the powers that 
be. In olden time, baptists had been compelled so 
to do ; for often the church parsons would not marry 
them at all, and if they did, it was of course, with the 
detested prayer-book. Old Thomas Grantham gives 
the form with which they married in his day, (1635) 
and the enforced reason, viz., a form of civil marriage 
had been instituted by an act of Cromwell's and 
recognized by Charles II. ; but being afterwards dis- 
allowed, a great grievance had arisen. The " Regis- 
tration Act" had also been forestalled, for a 
registration of members' children had been kept by 
this church, from the year 1770, which was extended 
to the children of the hearers in Z804, but being 
legalized about 1836 Mr. Birt completed the register, 
and the book was sent, for safe custody, to Dr. 
Williams's Library (then of Red Cross Street, now 
of Gower Street) London, but it has since been placed 
with government records in Somerset House, Strand. 

During Mr. Room's pastorate, the meeting-house 
was entirely taken down, contrary to the wish of all 
the old members, and the present building erected ; 
an entrance having been obtained by purchase from 
Kent Street, (formerly the Old Rope Walk). Sundry 
amall sites at the back were also obtained by purchase 
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or exchange, to bring the building to its present plan. 
This alteration laid the foundation of future complaints 
and differences, which culminated in 1853, when the 
deacons complained to Mr. Room of the unsatis- 
factory state of the church. Both the complaints 
and the decrease of the church were real, but Mr. 
Room gained much sympathy through, what was 
considered, the unnecessaryharshnessof the deacons. 
Mrs. Room, too, was beloved for a very genial and 
kindly disposition, which helped to tell for Mr. Room ; 
he, consequently, obtained the general wish of the 
church (by petition) to remain. But from a mutual 
want of conciliation, he refused ; and adopted the ill- 
advised course[[of hiring the Society's Hall, opposite 
the Chapel, where he commenced preaching on the 
following Lord's Day. Having taken the larger part 
of the church and congfregation with him, he formed 
them into a separate church, and after a few months 
purchased the St. Paul's Square Chapel, which had 
become vacant since the death of Mr. Williams, and 
removed the church there. Mr. Room retired from 
the stated ministry in 1858 and Mr. Cook was elected 
in 1859. Mr. Jeffrey in 1874. Mr. Scorey in 1878, 
when the church decided to remove to Elm Grove, 
where they now worship. 

Thus the old church in M.'H. Alley, after nearly 
two centuries of harmony, usefulness, and happiness, 
was brought very, very low ; while a repetition of 
more than unwise behaviour has still further 
weakened it, until there appears but little hope of its 
ever again attaining its former status. Its former 
glory has departed ; will the Lord raise up men, who 
with His blessing, shall be the means of restoring it, 
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or shall we for ever have (like the Jews of old) to 
weep over the departed glory of the former house ? 

There remains now but to conclude our notice of 
the General Baptists. We left the first church in 
Thomas's Street, Portsmouth, at the end of the 
seventeenth century ; we must now take a review of 
it during the intervening years, which will be in very 
few words. We have seen that the leaven of evil 
doctrine had begun to work by the time of the dis- 
putation, so that Mr. Bowes, " the Farmer Parson/* 
had become prepossed in favour of the man, who 
was said to disbelieve both the Divinity and hu- 
manity of the blessed Lord Jesus ; and that himself 
said, he could not believe the doctrine of original sin. 
When error gets into the pulpit, it soon spreads to 
the pews. It appears that from this time the church 
was divided ; embracing both a Trinitarian and a 
Unitarian party. This further appears from the fact, 
that in 1750, Mr. Sturch was sent out from it as the 
pastor of the branch church at Newport I. of W., and 
that he was sound on Trinitarian doctrine would be 
almost certain, inasmuch as he was invited to take 
part in the ordination service of an orthodox minister 
at Lymington ; and unless he had been known to 
hold the truth, he would not have been invited, tn 
those days. A church does not fall all at once, nor 
altogether. It is of the nature of leaven, to work 
stealthily and by degrees. The two parties would 
seem to have continued all through the eighteenth 
century, neither being willing to leave, and give up 
to the other the property and endowments, *until at 

*NoTB. Litigation was common at this period, all over England, 
among the General Baptists, between the Trinitarian and 
Unitarian parties in regard to the several properties aad mt^ 
dowments. 
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its* close 'Mr. J. Kingsford, who was an assistant 
preacher on the Trinitarian side; assisted by his 
brother, whb "had for some years been the General 
baptist minister at Ramsgate, but who had just 
settled in Portsmouth, and some other friends built 
the first chapel in Clarence Street, as a mission 
station. ' It was opened by Dr. Bogue, of Gosport, 
December 16, 1798. ' Meanwhile doctrinal differences 
caused still further dissention in Thomas's Street, 
until in I802, it was arranged that the Trinitarian 
party, with Mr. Kingsford as their minister, should 
leave ; he to retain a portion of the endowment during 
his life. Consequently a small church of sixteen 
members was formed at Clarence Street, by the Rev. 
D. TaylorOctober'3'i, 1862. Diissention, unfortunately, 
was not left behind With the old church, but in 18 10 
symptoms of revival in answer to meetings for prayer 
appeared, so that in 181 7 they were able to report 106 
members, and the chapel was twb^r three times 
enlarged. ' This, in 1 839, was pulled down and 
entirely rebuilt. At the death of Mr. Kingsford, the 
Rev. . . Brand succeeded to the pastorate, after him 
the Rev. E. Burton, and at his retirement the Rev. 
R. Y. Roberts. During his ministry the church 
consisted of about 120 members. It has recently 
removed to Commercial Road. 

Mean whilie the old church went its declining way, 
wedded to its unholy doctrines, a warning to the 
churches of the present day, that are allowing them- 
selves to bfe led astray by false teachers, who have, 
themsfelves,' forsaken thosfe old truths ahd doctrines 
thatwere'as^HiaJrrow and fatness to the saints of other 
days ; and iA th6 beKef of Which, ehurches were built 
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up and multiplied. Let such beware, lest they too, 
by robbing the adorable Redeemer, Who is Grod over 
all blessed for ever, of His mediatorial glory and 
sovereignty ; be given over to a strong delusion to 
believe the lie, until it ends in their everlasting 
destruction, for denying His sacrifice once offered for 
the sins of His elect people ; according to His own 
word. Who is Himself " The Faithful Witness/' " If 
ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." 
But said He, ^' I am come that ye might have Life and 
that ye might have it more][abundantly." 



•:o:- 



Christ a mere man! ask dying beds. 
Who 'twas sustained their fainting heads ? 
Who took the sting of death away. 
And opened up the realms of day ? 

Christ a mere man ! ask all the host 

Of heaven, who make this Man their boast ? 

I'll never be ashamed to call, 

This Man of sorrows — ^Lord of All. • 

Christ a mere man ! the last great day. 
Will prove His Godhead, and display 
His friends and foes, on either side 
By him, their Judge, will all be tried.* 

*J. Carter, Portsmouth. 



:o:- 



" If we seek salvation, we are taught by the very 
name of Jesus that He possesses it ; if we seek any 
other gifts of the Spirit, we shall find them in His 
unction ; if we seek redemption, we shall find it in 
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III 



Christ's passion ; acquittal in His condemnation ; 

remission of the curse, in His cross ; satisfaction, in 

His sacrifice; purification, in His blood ; mortification 

of the flesh, in His sepulchre; newness of life and 

immortality, in His resurrection ; the inheritance of 

a celestial Kingdom, in His entrance into heaven ; 

protection, security, and abundant supply of all 

blessings, in His Kingdom ; and secure anticipation 

of judgment, in the power ofjudging committed unto 

Him. 

Calvin. 
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APPENDIX. A. 

The earliest document connected with the history 
of the meeting-house in Thomas's Street, is an 
indenture made January 27, 1693 (5th Wm. and Bt.) 
by which Thomas Bowes, there called of Hilsea, 
grants to Trustees a tenement and a part of the 
garden thereto belonging, "for and in 3r® behalf of 
y® congfregation of baptized christians in and about 
Portsmouthe; commonly, but improperly, call^ 
Ana-baptists," on lease for 99 years at a yearly rent 
of five shillings, for the erection of a place for the 
worship of Almighty God, and to be used for no 
other purpose, save and except for a school. After 
providing for a succession of the trust, it further 
provides, " If by means of temptations, delusions, or 
persecutions y« congregations be so extinguished, 
reduced, or diminished that there shall not be found 
two persons within y« liberties of Portsmouthe or 
within three miles round about for fourteen years 
successively that walketh in y* same faith and order 
of y* gospel and according to 3^* constitution of y* 
congregation to demand it for y« above stated uses, 
then y* lease was to be void, and y* property to revert 
to y* said Thomas Bowes." 
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APPENDIX. B. 

First Deeds. 
From a copy of the original, examined July 15, 1 727. 

"An Indenture," dated February 17, 1704, from 
Joshua Whitehorne, tallow chandler, of Portsmouthe, 
and wife, to Edward Parsons, shipwright, whereby 
y® s^ Joshua Whitehorne and wife conveyed to y® said 
Edward Parsons for y® sum of Five Pounds Two 
Shillings, a piece of land in y® West Dock Field on 
y« North side of a headland of one Henry Seager's 

. and leading to Pud's Hole ; and next adjoining on 

^y® North of y® land and messuage then in course of 
erection by y s<i Edward Parsons arid containing in 
length from North to South on y® E. and W. sides 36 

'ft. and in breadth from East to West on y* N. and S. 
ends 34 ft. To have and to hold to his sole use for 

.ever, to be holden of )r«Lord or Lords ofy® Fee or 
Fees of y® premises by y® rents or services thereof 
first due and of right accustomed. 

— :o: 

"An Indenture" dated August 21, 1704, from 

Henry Seager, of Portsmouthe, Gentleman, and 

•Edward Parsons, of Portsmouthe, shipwright, whereby 

• y« s^ Henry Seager conveyed to Edward Parsons for 

.y* sum of Eleven pounds eighteen shillings a piece of 

!land being part of a headland in Sea Mill furlong in 

*a common field commonly called West Dock Field, 

containing in breadth from East to West on y® N. 

and S. ends 34 ft. and in length from North to South 

on the E. and W. sides 70 ft. Bounded by y® lands 

of C. Whitehorne on y® North, with part of y® s^ land 

of ye gd H. Seager on y® East and with other lands of 

y® s^ H. Seager on y® South and West. Excepted 

always a piece of y® s^ land of )r® whole breadth of 34 

,ft. at )r® South end of 10 ft. long from North to South 

to be open for ever for a common way or passage to 

tenements that may be built. The s* land to be 

holden of y® chief Lords of 3^ Fee of y« premises by 

y® rents or services therefor first due and of right 

accustomed. 
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APPENDIX. C. 

A COPY OF THE 

COVENANT 

Entered into by the Members of 

THE PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHDBCH, 

MEETING IN 
PORTSMOUTH COMMON. 

In order to bear in mind the Engag^ement, we, as 
ti Church of Christ, stand in to each other, it hath 
been unanimously agreed that the same be committed 
^ writing, and particularly read at the acception of 
members, and oftener if it shall be thought proper. 
We, therefore, who have set our hands to the follow- 
ing Covenant, being fully satisfied in the way of 
Church Communion, and the truth of Grace in some 
good measure on each others' .souls, desire to walk 
together in the Fear of the Lord ; and, through the 
assistance of the Holy Ghost, professing our deep 
and serious humiliation for all our transgressions, do 
solemnly, in the presence of God, and each other, 
give up our souls to the Lord, that He may be our 
Grod, and we His people, through the everlasting 
Covenant of His Free Grace in which Covenant alone 
we trust to be accepted by Him, through the merits 
of our Lord and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, whom we 
take to be our Priest, Prophet, and King. 

First, We promise to watch over each other's con- 
versation and not to suffer sin upon one another, so 
far as God shall discover it to us ; to stir up each other 
to Love and good Works ; to warn, rebuke, and 
admonish one another with meekness, according to 
the Rules left us by Christ in that behalf. 
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Secondly, We promise to walk in all Holiness, 
Humility, and Brotherly Love, as much as in us lieth, 
to render our communion delightfiil to God, comfort- 
able to ourselves, and lovely to the rest of God's 
people ; and in an especial manner to pray for one 
another, and the increase of this church, for the 
presence of God in it, the pouring forth of His Spirit 
on it, and His protecting it to His own glory. 

Thirdly, We promise to bear each others' Burdens, 

to cleave to each other, and to have a sympathy for 

each other in all conditions, both outward and inward, 

as God in His providence may exercise any of us witlu 

Fourthly, We promise to bear with each others' 
Weaknesses, Failings, and Infirmities, with much 
tenderness ; not discovering to any without the 
Church, nor any within, unless according to Christ's 
Rule and order of the Gospel provided in that case. 

Fifthly, We promise to strive together for the 
Truths of the Gospel and purity of God's Word and 
Ordinances, to avoid Causes and Causers of Division, 
endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bonds of Peace. 

Sixthly, We promise to meet together on the Lord's 
Days, and all other times as the Lord shall g^ve us 
opportunity, and think it becoming to give an account 
(when God by His providence should hinder us so 
doing) to one another ; and to study the good of the 
church in general, and every Member in particular* 

Seventhly, We promise with regard to the Minister 
our Lord shall provide for and set over us from time 
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to time, that we will, to the utmost of our ability, 
make his life comfortable, both with spirituals and 
temporals ; knowing it to be the will of Grod, that 
they who labour in the Vineyard should be Partakers 
of the Fruit thereof. 

Eighthly, We also promise never to discover to 
any out of the Church, the transactions that maybe 
done at the Church Meetings, but only to the 
Members ; except when Persons are totally excluded 
from Chtirch Communion, and then we think they 
ought to be published. 

These and all other Gospel duties, as left upon 
Record, we humbly submit unto ; promising and 
purposing, in the strength of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to perform with all readiness and cheerfulness of 
'mind. 
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APPENDIX. D. 

A MANIFESTATION 

Of the Faith and Practice 
of the Church of Christ at White's Row, Portsmouth 
Common, under the pastoral care of H. Lawson, read 
and acquiesced in at the admission of members. 

As we have by Divine grace given ourselves to the 
Lord, and to each other by His will, we think it meet 
to specify our Faith and Practice, that the name of 
Christ may be glorified, being assured that as with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, so with 
• the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

WE BELIEVE 
I St. That there is but one everliving God. 

.2X1x1. That in the eternal Godhead there are Three 
necessarily existing, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost ; the truth whereof, together with all 
other truths, required of us to Know and perform 
to His honour and our good, is contained in the 
Sacred Volume of His Divine Word, the Scriptures 
of the old and new Testaments. 

,3rd. That in Adam, all the human race fell, and lost 
their primitive rectitude. 

4th. That all the elect were personally chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the world, and 
redeemed by Him in time from the curse of the most 
holy but violated law of God. 

5th. That the righteousness of Christ is imputed ta 
them for their justification in the sight of God. 
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^th. That at the prefixed moment they are regener- 
ated by the Holy Ghost, and so capacitated to 
partake of peace with God, and feel the extraction 
of the guilt of all their sins firom their consciences, 
through Faith in the atonement made by the 
blood of Christ; and to walk in newness of life to 
the Glory of God. 

7th. That there is but one Baptism which is by 
Immersion ; and only the participants of Gospel 
Grace, on the declaration thereof, are meet subjects 
for that Ordinance. 

8th. That the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 
according to the scriptures, is to be administered 
only to believers, after being buried with Christ in 
Baptism. 

9th. That at death, the rational spirit of every child 
of God is made perfect. 

loth. That at the Resurrection, the bodies of all the 
saints shall be glorified. 

WE ESTEEM IT RIGHT 

To meet together at our appointed time ; especially 
on the Lord's day, the time whereof we deem sacred 
to Grod in Christ. 

To sjrmpathize with each other whenever Divine 
Providence makes it necessary ; and with much love 
and tenderness to bear with each other^s infirmities, 
and particularly to pray for one another, and for 
success to attend the gospel and its ordinances. 
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To provide for our Minister that the Lord shall give 
us firom time to time, by making his life happy, both 
as to spirituals and temporals ; knowing that the 
labourer in the Vineyard, should partake of the fruits 
thereof, and that they cannot act equitably, nor in 
christian and ministerial character without it. 

To keep secret our concerns at our church meetings. 

To regard these particulars by the aid of Grace, 
whilst we admire and adore that Infinite love that 
has given us a lot in Zion, superior to that of Sons 
and Daughters. 
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APPENDIX. E. 

A list of brethren called out to minister by, and from the church at 
Meeting House Alley, Portsea, iji8 — 1838, 



Names 


Remarks 


J. Lacey 1 . Pastor at M. H. Alley 


D. Whitewood 


Minister at do. 


. . Brown 




T. Whitewood Minister at Reading 1 749 


. . Templeman 




. . Ayles 




. . Webb 




D. MlALL 


Pastor at M. H. Alley 


J. Horsey 


do. do. 


S. Meadows 


Minister at do. 


. . Madgwick 




. . Grooms | Occasional Minister at Green Row 


. . Saffery 


Pastor at Salisbury 


. . Barnett 


do. Lymington 


. . Mallett 




J. Shoveller 


Pastor at Newport. Minister at 
M.H. Alley 


. . Bernard 


do. at the Pithay, Bristol 


J. IVIMEY 


do. at Eagle St., London 


. . Knight 




. . Gough 


Called out first at Folkstone, then 
by this church 


J. Clay 


Pastor at Ebenezer then at L. Lane 


.. Hand 


do. in America 


T. Tilly 


do. at Forton, Gosport 


. . PUNTIS 


do. at Battle 


. . Percy 




. . Morrell 




C. Cakebread 


do. at Green Row then at L. Lane 


G. Hawson 


do. at London (Staines) 


. . Kingsford 




. . Fuller 




J. Flood 


Missionary to Jamaica 



J. BiGWOOD fPastor at Modbury and Brompton. 
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RESOLUTIONS. M. H. ALLEY. 

Agfreed. 1747. To [have singing in future at the 
week evening services. 

Agreed. 1 753. That a seat should be formed in the 
front gallery for the singers, at their own expense. 

Agreed. 1776. That the middle Psalm, should not 
be read line by line, for a month on trial Reverted 
to reading the lines. 

Agreed. 1777. That as many were oflFended, at the 
fiighty tunes,messengers should be sent to admonish 
the singers, to choose more acceptable ones. 

1789. The clerk enquired how many hymns he may 
give out at a service, from Rippon's selection, just 
brought into use. Answer, Agfreed, To have one 
at each service. 



■:o:- 



1735. A young brother being appointed to visit a 
contumacious sister, she answered : ** she did not 
wish to be fed by chicken." 

1737. Public ; games of cricket having led some 
members into drinking, they were objected to, and 
judged unlawful ; as cards and ninepins. 



■:o:- 



Do. LAKE LANE. 

Novr., 1824. Agfreed. To observe one set time to 
unite in private prayer for the church, decided it 
should be at Gun-firing, 8 p'm. 



This book should be retumed to the 
Libraiy on or before the last date stamped 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred by 
retaining it beyond the specified time. 
Please return prompdy. 



1 



